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Abstract of JP2001 03651 7 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
system to limit access to contents of transmission 
program such as television program. SOLUTION: 
A transmitter or a head end server is used by a 
service provider to transmit encrypted 
programming contents to one or a plurality of 
customers. A program identifier (p) used to 
identify a program is transmitted to the customers 
together with programming contents. Each 
customer uses a set-top terminal or an 
interpretation key to provide a limited access to 
transmission multimedia information as other 
device. The set-top terminal 400 or the like 
receives entitlement information corresponding to 
a package of one or a plurality of programs that 
can normally be received for a period from a 
head end. 
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t s . ms^i^y y -y^/i- ( n ) & 

Hi £®ffl-f S £ t tc J: 9 7 'J-fc&fcfi £ t 
h. rn^J^-k p ii7'J"-<7>#r-.A (j£) U-'W 
«3ft&y-7 (Si) /-r-'fcttJfrtS. #7n/5A 
^-kpfcttje-fSA-f* 'J-fyf7n (*l/CB 
8H;7W?Afl3iP7- p ) (± s 
7-1^^-7 y-£»S^°x (ft) tdtfjfrf l> <, ft 
oT, 7-Fu£?)^ yf7 ?^^UL7^;W1 lb— b 
H7-KuM?)> \\X±<9 H _ktf) 5 <;l-tOiSfeT"J) 5 . 
T (u) f27-h*u£/P-b fc-f6-f7*7U-, W*>, 
7 - F u ^^7 'J - tfctt £ 'J -7 t,zM)&t h T n / 
pco-t •/ h £^atfM«7^5iJWFf p 
Sr^-f &*-7 0 -fctJJtiSES r fctJJt4rt»y-l< 

u (u 1 ur) (CtfLT, 7-7'7'J-T ( u ) tCU 

YrhWxorTxl^^Jx^—^. ^t^vy^W&k ( n- 
r ) 0ff-»$itl> i fc \Z X 0 il b #T*# 6 . 

[0 0 15] 

0 0^)ia^3Mff^^M^t'+l-t'X7 o n^^^-^4 

1 fcL<«MSc<7)Efi*'y h-7-y 1 lO^U-kv 
M777-StM0 0-4 0 1 ^W-fl. 1 t < (4 

mLXfoh, lO'w l'xyi'f-A-3 0 0(4H3(; 
RBI LTTT'lifnt U -fe -y h h «y 7° 7 - 5 -fib 4 0 0 (4 

mAizmkLxy-vmktt. ^mmm^a^x. -t«y 

•&tf. -b >y h f- v 7°7- S l-JltfWn-fh V7l7x7 
(4^- f'XTnyH /-^"7yn- FtWWln 
"CfciV*. ^7 17-^ 1 1 Q\$T i J?)V*r'r74 
-t"7 (DSS™) <73 j; "5 5 y7"ft§£BSft 

-T!>*H7"n-F^-v7,h*>y M7— $\ ^-y/Vrl' 
ty 3 y*7h7-? (CATV) , &&£J&t-y r-7 
-7 (PSTN) , 3K*yb7-$\ I SDN. -fy7 
-*y b<0 J: o >y t V-9 b^t £ i: 

4. 

[0 0 16] ^vPh-y7°7- 5-771-4 0 0(4^ Fx 

mz%mi. hmmmm^m mtn. mmm) n 

gtfjESx-if- T"$> 5 7°n / 5 A fc)Wg#7 ? -feXt 

hLbzm&z*fh> ifmmizav^x. A>7--y 
(4. fm^ruyyA^ybxm. j>i>7W7a 
i± i 1 1 < i±«f^A -y t-- s J[zmt& z 1 m& 5 . 

7°n7"57,(4, f-Hfy'a y<7)xt°y— K^HfoJ; 5 



Hxy F-tf-A-3 0 0*>4-fe>y h 1- >y7°7-5^4 

0 0 \z?^ yu- b-fl^k h . 

[0017] 7°ny"7i,^-fcJ;y'7°ny"7Aiisij^_ 

#jIff7°ny'^A(i7 0 ny"7A^-k p ^Mut^-y H 
xy Ftf-y^-3 0 0 lz£~>XV$mt%ti& . ;^7°n 
y"^A^-k p (47°ny"7i,t^-y^t7)fct-|>; 

HLT(4, jtK. B. Schneier, Applied Cryptography (2 
d ed. 1997)tfB®$tlTU|, 0 Hf-^lbTny'^A^jg 
fltjDiT. ^>y h'xy h'Hf-y^-3 0 0(4^ >y My 
7°^-S-7-;l-4 0 0tnt'7 h7°ny"7AiiSiffSrt}S 
ftt£, IB'lt^ix^xy^^ h;^f#t ttt 

■fe-y b P-y7°^-S-7 u /l-4 0 0 |C i oTfflV^fl, TT" 

[0018] 7°P7"7A^7°ny ^AfiSiJT-^fiJO 

l . 7°P AUSlJ^p (4M P E G - 2 f!*fcSS$ 
tl^ECM7^-;l-Kt:T3MffSixl>3 2h"-y 

5Ac?)jES^-— f-T&*tff. t7My7f-$t/l 
4 0 OiilE'ft^ixgff Ztvrziffifrt>7ujr5&*- k 

p - 1 vx-^ , zw&x^fcTvrv&zim. 
[0019] *mmwj:hwmzz.ti\f . mmtmm 

7°ny"5AtfflUttll»kh"'y h(7J7°ny"7A^-k p 

•c*#§. MiMMa^yy-y.^-yy^Mi^Wi. x 

if;, 0. Goldreich et al., "How to Construct Random 
Functions, "J. ACM, 33:792-807(1986)(:|Btfe§fLTV^ 

[0020] Mb LX Ht^WtC-fc^aTT* 0 , ^ 

H : {0,1} k ^ {0,1} 2k 

X, Ayv-jLBjBRHtikt-y hW^-^'J-fflS-flXO, 
1% $ 2 k W nM -7- 'J -ffi ft # h . ^ -y y a Mi[ H 7) 
tfl7Jf2 k h* >y ir U -ffi<7)^ HotHitLTSt-^ 
fc^'T-#l> 0 iiT'\ H 0 (±y>>y^iBlitH«m^iOS 
IIJM (Mt'7 b ) X'h *) , H {1} (4^ yy^i 
mHcOffiTJCOMIM (Tjfflffit'-yb) X%h, H 0 t 
Hj (4>jiJ^ 7)y^ -y y aH^tfc Of fc 5^T'# 2 . 
[002 1 ] k= 1 6 0T"J)tl(4\ H(4, KM. Secure 
Hash Standard, National Institute of Standards an 
d Technology, NIST FIPS PUB 180-1, U. S. Dept. of 
Commerce(April, 1995) C:fBf5$ill> 4: 0 ttWft^ 

^mmsHA-im^xm%.-t&c\btfX'%$>« an 



(7) BH2 0 0 1 -36 5 1 7 (P2001-36517A) 



ib. H 0 {4SHA-1 (x || 0) fc^H. HitiSHA- 
1 (x || 1 ) t&£ 0 C\C\X\ OfcllKfimtO 
W-y hx h y 77\ £T l cofv hx HJ yfX'fo 

[00 22] 7W5A^-k p (j; s TW^AH^Ff 
p w U i- »J -16 fcfsH X 9 - m 1 i L < tt 

l>^fc* s T^I> 0 $Jfc LTs 7W5A*-k p {i s 7° 
n7 7 AUSB 1 p «0#t* >y h ffig^NM y HItfiSo 

nwffwsiffl-f s itcio i fc i> . Hi 

fc, i VTWy&WiVtv ft n h" y h *^Jt^\ 7° 
n^Aft^p^fJiC-f £ t'-y hfitfc&oT7W7 
AftSff pOn«t' 7 l im^tl^'tllZJ ^yya MIA 

[0 0 2 3] ftttfc'Vy^j.W&H 0 £fcteHiO--3rs& < 
M&Mj f >y h (TV U -MJ -ttfcfto T 7 -3f - fcifi 

mfc*r l . ^ .y y a mm h o a ^ t± h t cMrawjs-t 
tlfflt^ i 3 fc. ;w\ 7 y HimililT^ «t 3 fcH 

[1*2] 

K p =H Pn (...H pi (H pi (m))...) 

[0 0 24] _B£<7)J:3fc, A.. y l'iy 0 
OHUf-^TnT'tyAfc fc 1 ah^f? p £g 

tit I. M-oX. myy&mH-p&ifz-^tilb* 
7M77?-5t;l4 0 0 ^{i7W7A£Dtfff fc 

o fc, rn?7A3--k p li7W^Afl55'HP 
p tfv ^ U HI fcfl! -3 T "7 X 7 - df - m fc 1 i> t < ( 4 
Si«A 7 ^MfMv'fMfcSffl^ i k fc i 

^ausm? P i mmmzmv^xim-^ ^vy vt? 
o ofc £^x%t>ti%maf%t>%\\ 

[0 0 2 5] f?—yv — 

itlWUi^:, 7W^A^-k p (^ yu?7 

t L< 'y ^ ^MfMv'ftWfcffl^l. £ k fci: 

oTfUxIfc^T^S. #-«kt7 her?**— df- 
mJffl^S. 7°n^"7All)jiJi i P^t"-y M±p = 

(pi p„) fcl/C*f£ i-I-Cs pi 

Ji&Sff t* >y NT"?) 0 - ft£*r t* >y MT'&I. . TO 7" 7 
AiW P £ £ 7°n mtl flt^fk^- k, 
(dJSTF<OJ: 3 fc^fcS £ fc #T'£ £ . 

[S3] 



*,=ffJ...# A (# A («))...) 

[0026] ^Vy^Uffti, H2fc^Uc^~ > yU- 
2 0 0 i o n K/VH -7- U -7 y -T fc L 

TSt-^ t tfX*% H2 U - 2 0 0 

(4, 3t"7 bA^^I>7°n^7A|i^P^^I»^ 

WtMJtE'fli, S2fc7Kt-J;at. 
U-2 0 Oco/1— h2 1 0^BBMSixl>„ Tn^A* 
-k p (iU-77-h*2 4 0~2 4 7cOj:o^U-7y 
-HtStJB-fi. TU-77-K24 3^7°n^'5A^ 
-k p fc^-fl»^>T-y^XO 1 1C0J:3^I12^* 
-r#7°n^7A^-k p fcMJ5-ri.^yT-y^X«4 s 
-N2 1 0^A,y-7 7-F2 4 3^\7)df-7U-2 0 
0£jIl/tWtt£^$\ Mt(f, 2 4 3^)7°n^5A 
=3f-k p {i, ;l^-b2 1 03&»4>tf5ftXy5; (H 0 ) „ /- 
F2 2 0*^^x 7 y (Hj) , 7-F2 3 2^tO 

>y j; ( H t ) t tz Kh ztizx-jxn&zt j&fCS 

ill. . 7°n ^"5 A^r- k p0 ! i ^#1, i fc S . 
[0027]f-oT, 7-K24 37jj; 3^7-KutO 
^^;K4, ;t/-b2 1 Ofyt>J~}-us\CD^XCD^v ; J 
±cOyK}^mmttzhcr>t^->X^t. #7-H<7)7 
<;W47°n ^7 Ait3'J^ p T^^-f S i fc S . 7 
- F u &;l— h fc -f 5 -9-77 'J - Zmtfcib t ( flPfe , 
7- F u cO-9-7'7 'J-fcfcftS y-7t*fmi-STn/ 
^A|lM^p7)-fe«y b&a-tJtfttC) . T (u) ^'ffl^ 
^ill» 0 ^-7U-2 0 0fcett4»SrfctJJt4rt* 

7- K u ii. a5^W7°P77 AUSff P ( u i 

u r ) It^l, C\tlt>lZl$l, -9-7'7y-T (u) ttJ 
ft !> I ^-f ti7)7°n 7"7 A <7)^f - £ ftg-f I. i fc tfX- # 

7— Ku 7)^7"7 'J -tfctt I) V ^-f tl^7°n^"7 A 
c?)df-^tA.y^aR|Sc^ (n-r) 0fHiS-fr4 i i: 

[zkmmt&.zttfxzh* Mmmz, mm^-y 

>-^HIitH 0 i/-c(±H 1 S:Tn^"7A|iSiJ^p7) (n- 
r ) coffiMtr?7)£> b ^ix^ix^ffi^m-fl. =fc o \zm 
^h, UnX. 7-FutMJsEt-|>Tn7"7Adf-k p 
li, 7 - H u ^7"7 y - K fc ft £ ^7° n 7" 5 A t 
nth^-y^A h>V*>hblxms£t&Zb&X'Z 

i. 

[0028] it immmmm yy&mL&x-bti 

|f s V77-dr-mtJ; v^°^7-7lt§il^7°n7'5 
i^_^ yt °y7X<o.i}nHOJM±«7 7rA 

WRr*6. iiltOV^ttiSSR, 0. Goldreich et a 
l., "How toConstruct Random Functions," J. ACM, 3 
3 : 792-807 ( 1986 ) [Z% IM ZtlX\^h, 

[0029] yXfAay^yi. 
H3ii:^-y FxyFHf-y\"-30 ^rr^^f-v 
-Sr^7'n-y7HT"$>l>o ^.>yFxyF(i, Tl^t*^* 
gH'yl7H, ^-TVl-ilffl^, r^'^^SS^- 
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k -f 4 c: t S.MHIV Hlf-A*- 3 0 0 J40J 

t«\ IBM Corp. |g^4RS6 0 0 0'^— A— fcrCll 

4 £ fc 4 o "vy Fxy F-tf-A- 3 0 0 fcliTn 
1 0i3J:t/T-^IB1iT^MX3 2 0Oj:a 

snaat^^u-****. to**-*- 3 i oizm 

tElir^ 7320^ROM(;itL< li^co^^ 
IBMSliy 7°p^y-f-3 1 O^IMU jSKU H 

[00 30] _B£7)i; 5 T-^ieiir^ x 3 2 0 
imi'-^-m 2rtB'li~f 4 VX^-^f-T— * 
3 5 0£ff;i4 o fiUtf, VX^-^-m(±HAJllItt 
<V X o t!5$rf 4 Z t 5 . i , TT"H 5 tPffil 

LTfM-f 41 a t-^IEMtV^ x3 2 0(i7n 
yy&T—fK—X 5 0 0 £Wf 4 . 7"n/7Af-? 
^-.x 5 o Ottrn^^Aiisij^p^ ii/#tp?7A 
^JW4BWS^y*-5>**tjjt-r4. 0 
7 , 8 fcWJi LT i^HJJ-f Slat, r - 7 IB'ftrV * >f 7 
3 2 0f±xy;M y H|f$|ffifi7°p-tr7, 7 0 Ofc 
iWn/7Aif7o-t:^ 8 0 0 4 „ 
[00 3 1 ] -ftfc, xy^ h/M y bWfBSBfg Tn 

^LBBfi-rs,, 7°P7"7AgHfi7°P-l:78 0 0 
Sfcftt, 7W7At£IDiT4;fi£7W'5Ai$iJ 

[00 32] MUX- V 3 3 Ote^-y Kxy K^-A- 
3 0 0£*-y f-V-?! 1 Ofco&r, Hlfc^cLfc-fe 
•y b b 5 771-4 0 0 7)1 a Sr^AWcgm^ 

mefUyw Hxyb*-9w\-3 0 0£'jy?-f4. 
[0 0 3 3] 04J4, -fe-y M-y 7°? -$771^4 0 0 tf) 

•yT?-$-/-/W4 0 0J4, 0U(f, rUbVayt^ME 

ta-b7M777-5t/MSTT) bLxmm-th 
zbtf-e* , *wmMm*?mwvtfo i a tsoe-f 4 

ifc*^**. -fev 1-1- -y7 0 7-$77t/4 0 0(1 7°n 
-fe-ytf-4 1 0£lt/T-?iE'[t^4 2 OOia^y 
^U-. afl^-b4 3 0^flx. 03tM31Uc±^ 

[00 34] 06 !*Zf>miZTTMWt%> 1 a fc s r- 

^iB'is^g4 2 oii, T-?mmm4 2 o^ar 

A fc2tt 4 7° P 7" 5 A - k p £ # 4 fz 46 fc j&B&dF - 
'yy-2 0 0<0Sffl*-£tf. T-?iEttSil4 2 



0 H Vy y j-MISHo k Hi (44 0) £fjfy4 0 
H9 tWatTTW^S J: a T-7iE'fi£l«4 
2 0(4x^-HTn-bX9 0 0£Mf. f3- 
K7°P-tr7 9 0 Oil 7W7i^-k p £f#!,/^fc 
gft $ fife 7°n 7 ^ iiS 'J^ p ± V'IB'li §texy? 

4 h/MybffifB6 0 0£ffll\ ^LT7°n^5A^# 

[003 5] 05{i, Fxy h'Hf-y\'-3 0 OizX 
-)TiHfi$fL4#7°o^7i>.p±t'lffg^lB'it"l>7°n 

-!-y)7 0 O^"7 A^Jl-f 4^° -y 7"- y'fe Xt/MJBtt TO 

h> ro^Af— ^—^5 0 0141^3— H 5 0 5~ 

5 2 0^)J:3*«fc^)T3-l«*fi8W4. i^i^iif 

5 2 5 tTTn^5A^t± oT^SS'J$fL4#7°P 
^7A|lSiJ^tMLT, 7°P^7Ar-^-X5 0 0 
14, 7 ~)VY 5 3 0 tT^f07°P^"7A^M-r4^ 
4 ^ 'y 7"-^^: 7-f-;H<5 3 5tTW 

[0036] H 6 (iliir^x yfj h^y h^-f 4 
7°P^"7At>PfLT7°P^7A^-k p S:#|,tf0t^ 

tJ)| l ^-'y | J-2 0 0^M*tfxy^^ h;My 
if-^-76oo^Ui^„ fraL^iat. 
t (u) ^y-KuSr/k-bt-rs-^^yu-. 

% . 7-Ku W-if 7*7 U - tfeJt 4 'J -77- H 240 
-2 4 7 tMJtEt-47°P7"7A|lSiJ^ pO-b «y b 
■T. WUf. tt»' l J-77-H24 0~2 4 3(: 
MJE-f"4 4oy)7°P7"7A^gfl-r4 i fc tMtfxy 
b^y yf^^r-r4i^Hy xyy-f Miyyil 
m±, y-F2 2 0tMJtE^4^r H W-*^^4^kk 
^r4 0 i^SCBl^, gl^^'yy^MicHokH! 
(440) !4^fcJS tT, 7— h'220 W~fV U - 
tfe(t4#y-K2 3 0, 2 3 2, 2 4 0-2 4 3 1^ 
LT7°P7"7Adf-k p ^#4^totffl^4^k^T'^ 
4„ 

[0037] H6T'*L/ixyy-f l;iyyif-^ 
-76 0 0(1 U-77-K24 0 — 24 3 tMJE-f"4 
0ocD7W5A£gfff 4IES^--- if-T"fe 0 (xy 
j'n/Wyl^l.) , 4fc, >;-77-r-*24 6~ 

2 4 7 tM«t-4ra^y)7°P7"7 A^^ftt-4iEffij-- 
• t f'-T"$)4o iit, xy7-f h/pyy br-7^--y 

6 0 0tlEi4Six^xy7^ b;py y h'lfffgfi, 7-F 
2 2 0 t 7-K2 3 6tMJ£t"4^r B ^-^fe^4 0 7 
-F2 2 0. 23 6^tl^ill l ZfiL, 

if-^-7 6 o ot,zim%iitzx.y?A wi/yyi 
tR L£t°p ^'7 A(7)a° >y r- y ^xy^-f l;i 



yyb1PfflflTtH?.X7 0 Otiotxy^^ b/py 
ybr-7^-y6 0 0^4^$ixl>77}£i4, m7tm 

mixyxmrnti, 

[0 0 3 8] 7o/^A"7^-yy/ 

n/7A^y hfc#fL/|v&3rxy*>f b/b7yb£ii 
T(S)=ZqT fcf=U U r 0 

[0 0 3 9] y^^-i/StM-f^xy^ Wby yb 
1ffg(4, t (S) £7)y-Ht*5V^Tftjt$^l,tf^ d f- 

bfci: 0, -fe>y h b"y7°:7-$-f7P4 0 OfrTBIfcS 

b s CMtl»xy 77 b;by y btiffg£^< £ i k#T 

§iJD=iT<5fiiUf, iyM WMybfiffM^y bb 
■y7°7-$7/V4 0 O^JH^fLfc-b^ a7^t'J-t 
k -5TftS*i4V^Jif*S < £~)7 a . 
[0 0 4 0] rn-tx 

_tj£«i;a(y A,. y 0 0(4H7(^ 

L7>xyy7 h;pyy hffifl?ieflTo-bX7 0 0%mf 
L , JEM=>-—f-'Ch h 7o /7At7^ -fe^-f 5 
t^oL—f-fcrk oT^&xy^ b /My by- 7 
^-x6 0 0£4fi£L@dfft-&» «oi;d(y 
7 bA-y y br-7<-x 6 0 0 iiB^^IESx— »f- 
Xfo&TvfyMzttLX. 7W7Adf-k p £#S 
<7)^^= 5 f-7 l J-2 0 0^#y-h'^LT. MJtE 
■f* &#W7n ^ 5 Ai^B^^is J: t^r^-ffi k 

[004 l]ftot, xy^^f b/k*y bfffiEfiru 
^7 0 0i4i1\ H^SfKL/iTn^^A^iisyt- 
6(710). ^f*(y xyN b/b7 y bfiMfi 

7°n-feX7 0 0(±7U-y-Kcy)Jl/h-fe >y bT (S) £ 
11^(7 S. *<ry*t~7V U -ttlEWfc:*—}* >y b^-y b S 
£#>K--f6. 7-7'7bt7bSll ny^ar^ 
77n 7"y AUS^p ?)M±T ay a 7 V b A Vf- 
^ll^kftffi-^tlh (72 0) „ ZOC07WyAf$SIJ 
p (4 , fw^ U -fSSfcfcrt y-t# A 

r -f 7"T"$> £ Jft&C , 3 y -fe * a r 4 7' k #7 l> . 
[0 0 4 2] -?"L7, #A-T (S) ^-fy^-K^ 
(7 3 0) . ffl^tvMt 
ik#7 y?-rtMztti-&ti>*-T (s) coy-bt 

(740) . aftfc, 4jS3*ufcxy*>n*/M 
y bfiff^A-y bxy K-9--y\'-3 OOlCt^T-fe-yb 
b-y7°7-S-b^4 0 0^t^"7yo-b'Stl ( 7 5 
0 ) , ?X3?*7J±mWimT*t%> (76 0). 
[0 0 4 3] b-fe-y bSfcfettS-fy^-^^ 

<o»{ii (s) k-fSit^TSS. ncoyy-y-b 
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37tl> £ k I . ^-v 7-y'§tll>yn7"7A<7)m 
^^t^-f'y b*>y b SjWtfc&h,*. 

-tff-y yH.7is £jEmizw-~f& «t 5 trv y 

-y-HOft/jN-k -y b SrJTFT) «fc 3 . 
[St4] 

)=S sfr-is \Z\ 

7?&£jet 

2ft6#A--T (S) fcftJttifcftfc, S?n^- 

y y - 2 o o (cf^b&itMf & £>&v \ tot, iy? 
7 b;i-yy b'tffgEfiyn-by7 o ocommmm^in 

(s) ■ nyyf-7'-k&l> 0 f/h^^-T 

(s)<^*sii s i (s) ■ nm-y-t%&, m 

y?t& z. k Z^m^hruyy&m^vm*) i 
•C&ftS^-C&S. -FJ^fcivc, a*B^yy y y- 
y'(4, t> b7V7^ v7X^^^Tfl)^:TW°n^5 

[0044] itOio^|i-bb°-y7yyyy-y^xy 

b/M ybi4, ^r-yy-2 0 OfcfiJt**— 
-Xhto v;k-7bb°'y7yyy7-y^I'J{tfflil 

Lt7ty7/yfs;j;^T"il) 0 xy^-f b;byyb 
ffi «(4m t , v;i/f - b t° -y 7 y y yy y- y> t & & IK 
b t «y 7 y s df-co^ - y b 7"fe s . *%mizm 

\\ TV? y -y7XM:j; *)ffi£Ztl&^y r-i/\m 

h X 0 fc-fc -y b b 'yT7-S7^4 0 0 tML73iSk 

[004 5] i^CDirjfc, ^>y bxy b*H7W\'-3 0 
0(4, H8(37S-77°n7"7^Sffyn-fey8 0 O^Uff 

Tn7'yAi;yy7-df-mtf[JDS7 
A. fLfc 7°n 7" y J±mm=F p ^7 7a 7" 5 A - k 
p ^#l>o yn7'yAgSff7°n-fey8 0 0(4, HI^OjI 
i7fy7»tii ^yy7 y^y L^^T^fT 
l.7k(4fi^7"S)^ 0 H8fcjj?tJ:5fc, Tny'^Affi 
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I ( Title of Invention 

Method and System For Traflsmi U inf A Program Having Restricted Access 
to An End-user 
I , Claims 

1 ■ A method for transmitting a program having restricted access to an end- 

user, said method comprising the steps of: 

assigning a program identifier to said program, said program identifier 
having a binary value, 

defining at least one master key; 

encrypting said program using a program key, said program key obtained 
by applying at least one hash function to said master key based on a binary value of said 
program identifier, and 

transmitting said encrypted program together with said program identifier 
to said end-user. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said program identifier 

consists of n bits, and one of said hash functions is applied for each of the n bit positions 
of the program identifier depending on the corresponding bit value of the program 
identifier. 

3 - The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of 
providing entitlement information to said end-users based on the set of programs 
obtained by said end-user 

4 - The method according to claim 3, wherein said entitlement information 
includes a portion of a key tree based on the set of programs obtained by said end-user. 

5 The method according to claim 3, wherein said end-user uses said 

received program Identifier to derive said program key from said stored entitlement 
information. 



6- The method according to claim 1, wherein said program identifier is 

interleaved with the transmission of said encrypted program. 
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7. The method according to claim 1, wherein said program identifier is 
transmitted on a control channel. 

8. A method for transmitting a program to a plurality of end-users, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

encrypting said program using a program key, said program having a 
program identifier, said program key obtained by recursively applying a hash function to 
a master key based on the binaiy value of each bit position of said program identifier; 
and 

transmitting said encrypted program and said program identifier to said 

end-user. 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein said program identifier 
consists of n bits, and a hash function is applied for each of the n bit positions of the 
program identifier depending on the corresponding bit value of the program identifier. 

10. The method according to claim 8, further comprising the step of 
providing entitlement information to said end-users based on the set of programs 
obtained by said end-user 

1 1 The method according to claim 10, wherein said entitlement information 

includes a portion of a key tree based on the set of programs obtained by said end-user. 

12. The method according to claim 10, wherein said end-user uses said 
received program identifier to derive said program key from said stored entitlement 
information. 

13. The method according to claim 8, wherein said program identifier is 
interleaved with the transmission of said enciypted program. 



14. The method according to claim 8, wherein said program identifier is 

transmitted on a control channel, 
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15. A method for transmitting a program associated with at least one package 
of programs to a plurality of end-users, said method comprising the steps of 

providing entitlement information to said end-users based on the set of 
programs obtained by said end-user, 

encrypting said program using a program key, said program having a 
program identifier, said program key obtained by recursively applying a hash function to 
a master key based on the binary value of each bit position of said program identifier; 
and 

transmitting said program identifier with said encrypted program to said 
end-users, said end-users deriving said program key from said stored entitlement 
information if said end-user is entitled to said program. 

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein said program identifier 
consists of n bits, and one of said hash functions is applied for each of the n uit positions 
of the program identifier depending an the corresponding bit value of the program 
identifier. 

17. The method according to claim 1 5, wherein said entitlement information 
includes a portion of a key tree based on the set of programs obtained by said end-user. 

18. The method according to claim 15, wherein said end-user uses said 
received program identifier to derive said program key from said stored entitlement 
information. 

19. The method according to claim 15, wherein said program identifier is 
interleaved with the transmission of said encrypted program. 

20. The method according to claim 15, wherein said program identifier is 
transmitted on a control channel. 
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21. A method for decoding an encrypted program, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving entitlement information from a provider of said program, said 
entitlement information including a portion of a key tree based on a set of programs 
obtained by said customer; 

receiving said encrypted program and a program identifier, said encrypted 
program encrypted with a program key; 

deriving said program key from said program identifier and said stored 
portion of said key tree; and 

decrypting said encrypted program using said program key. 

22. The methud according to claim 21, wherein said program identifier 
consists of n bits, said master key is placed at the root of said key tree and said key tree 
is generated by applying a hash function to each node, until n tree Levels have been 
created. 

23. A method for decoding an encrypted program, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving entitlement information from a provider of said program, said 
entitlement information including at least one intermediate key from a key tree based on 
a set of programs obtaked by said customer; 

receiving said encrypted program and a program identifier, said encrypted 
program encrypted with a program key; 

deriving said program key from said program identifier and said stored 
intermediate key by recursively applying a hash function to said intermediate key based 
on the binary value uf said program identifier; and 



decrypting said encrypted program using said program key. 
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24. The method according to claim 23, wherein said program identifier 
consists of n bits and said intermediate key corresponds to an intermediate node at a 
level r of said key tree, and wherein said hash function is applied to said intermediate key 
n-r times. 

25. A system for transmitting a program having restricted access to an end- 
user, said system comprising: 

a memory for storing a master key and computer readable code; and 

a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 

configured to: 

assign a program identifier to said program, said program identifier 
having a binary value; 

define at least one master key; 

encrypt said program using a program key, said program key obtained by 
applying at least one hash function to said master key based on a binary value of said 
program identifier; and 

transmit said encrypted program together with said program identifier to 

said end-user. 

26. A system for transmitting a program having restricted access to an end- 
user, said system comprising: 

a memory for storing a master key and computer readable code; and 

a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 

configured to: 

encrypt said program using a program key, said prosram having a 
program identifier, said program key obtained by recursively applying a hash function to 
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a master key based on the binary value of each bit position of said program identifier; 
and 

transmit said encrypted program and said program identifier to said end- 
user. 

27. A system for decoding an encrypted program, said system comprising: 
a memory for storing a master key and computer readable code; and 

a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor 

configured to: 

receive entitlement information from a provider of said program, said 
entitlement information including a portion of a key tree based on a set of programs 
obtained by said customer; 

receive said encrypted program and a program identifier, said encrypted 
program encrypted with a program key; 

derive said program key from said program identifier and said stored 
portion of said key tree; and 

decrypt said encrypted program using said program key. 

28. An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable code means 
embodied tiiereoa said computer readable program code means comprising: 

a step to assign a program identifier to a program, said program identifier 
having a binary value; 

a step to define at least one master key; 



(21) B2 001-36517 (P2001-36517A) 



a step to encrypt said program using a program key, said program key 
obtained by applying at least one hash function to said master key based on a binary 
value of said program identifier; and 

a step to transmit said encrypted program together with said program 
identifier to said end-user. 



29 An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable cods means 
embodied thereon, said computer readable program code means comprising: 

a step to receive entitlement information from a provider of a program, 
said entitlement information including a portion of a key tree based on a set of programs 
obtained by said customer, 

a step to receive said encrypted program and a program identifier, said 
encrypted program encrypted with a program key; 

a step to derive said program key from said program identifier and said 
stored portion of said key tree, and 

a step to decrypt said encrypted program using said program key. 



Detailed Description o i Invention 
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F i eld of the . I nv ention 

The present invention relates generally to a system for restricting access to 
transmitted programming content, and more particularly, to a system for transmitting an 
encrypted program together with a program identifier which is used by a set-top 
terminal, together with stored entitlement information, to derive the decryption key 
necessary to decrypt the program. 

Background of the Invention 

As the number of channels available to television viewers has increased, along 
with the diversity of the programming content available on such channels, it has become 
increasingly challenging for service providers, such as cable television operators and 
digital satellite service operators, to offer packages of channels and programs that satisfy 
the majority of the television viewing population. The development of packages that 
may be offered to customers is generally a marketing function. Generally, a service 
provider desires to offer packages of various sbes, from a single program to all the 
programs, aiid various combinations in between. 

The service provider typically broadcasts the television programs from a 
transmitter, often referred to as the "head-end; 1 to a large population of customers. 
Each customer is typically entitled only to a subset of the received programming, 
associated with purchased packages. In a wireless broadcast environment, for example, 
the transmitted prograniming can be received by anyone with an appropriate receiver, 
such as an antenna or a satellite dish. Thus, in order to restrict access to a transmitted 
program to authorized customers^ho have purchased the required package, the service 
provider typically encrypts the transmitted programs and provides the customer with a 
set-top terminal (STT) containing one or more decryption keys which may be utilized to 
deciypt programs that a customer is entitled to. In this manner, the set-top terminal 



(23) B2 001-36517 (P2001-36517A) 



2 Bleichenbacher 1-8 

receives encrypted transmissions and decrypts the programs that the customer is entitled 
to, but nothing else. 

In order to minimise piracy of the highly sensitive information stored in the set- 
top terminals, including the stored decryption keys, the set-top terminals typically 
contain a secure processor and secure memory, typically having a capacity on the order 
of a few kilobits, to store the decryption keys. The secure memory is generally non- 
volatile, and tamper-resistant. In addition, tiie secure memory is preferably writable, so 
that the keys may be ^programmed as desired, for example, for each billing period. The 
limited secure memoiy capacity of conventional set-top terminals limits the number of 
keys that may be stored and thereby limits the number of packages which may be offered 
by a service provider It is noted that the number of programs typically broadcast by a 
service provider during a monthly billing period can be on the order of 200,000, 

In one variation, conventional set-top terminals contain a bit vector having a bit 
entry corresponding to each package of programs offered by the service provider. If a 
particular customer is entitled to a package, the corresponding bit entry in the bit vector 
stored in the set-top terminal is set to one ("1"). Thereafter, all programs transmitted by 
the service provider are encrypted with a single key. Upon receipt of a given program, 
the set-top terminal accesses the bit vector to determine if the corresponding bit entry 
has been set. If the bit entry has been set, the set-top terminal utilizes a single stored 
decryption key to decrypt the program. While, in theory, flexibility is achieved in the bit 
vector scheme by providing a bit entry for each package (a package generally consists of 
one program), the length of the bit vector would be impractical in a system transmitting 
many programs in a single billing period. In addition, access control in such a system is 
provided exclusively by the entries in the bit vector and ts not cryptographic. Thus, if a 
customer is able to overwrite the bit vector, and set all bits to one ("1"), then the 
customer obtains access to all programs. 

In a further variation, programs are divided into packages, and all programs in a 
given package are encrypted using the same key. Again, each package typically 
corresponds to one television channel. The set-top terminal stores a decryption key for 
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3 Bleichenbacher 1-8 

each package the customer is entitled to. Thus, if a program is to be included in a 
plurality of packages, then the program must be retransmitted for each associated 
package, with each transmission encrypted with the encryption key corresponding to the 
particular package. Although the access control is cryptographic, the overhead 
associated with retransmitting a given program a number of times discourages service 
providers from placing the same program in a number of packages and thereby limits 
flexibility in designing packages of programs. 

While such previous systems for encrypting and transmitting programming 
content have been relatively successful in restricting access to authorized customers, they 
do not permit a service provider, such as a television network, to offer many different 
packages containing various numbers of programs to customers, without exceeding the 
limited secure memory capacity of the set-top terminal or significantly increasing the 
overhead. United States Patent Application Serial Number 08/912,186, filed August 15, 
1997 and assigned to the assignee of the present invention, heicinafter referred to as the 
"Vspace System," discloses a cryptographic method and apparatus for restricting access 
to transmitted programming content. 

Each program in the Vspace System is encrypted by the head-end server prior to 
transmission, using a program key, K P . Each of the program keys is a linear combination 
of a defined set of master keys, M. A program identifier identifying the program is 
transmitted with the encrypted programming content. The customer's set-top terminal 
can derive the decryption key from only the received program identifier, p, and 
previously stored entitlement information. The Vspace System provides a cryptographic 
access control mechanism, while permitting flexible packages (since the program does 
not need to be retransmitted for each associated package) without significantly extending 
the program header (only the program identifier is transmitted with the program). 

Summary of thy Invention 

Generally, encrypted programming content is transmitted by a service provider 
using a transmitter, or head-end server, to one or more customers. According to one 
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aspect of the invention, a program identifier, p, used to identity the program is 
transmitted to the customer with the programming content. Each customer has a set-top 
terminal or another mechanism to restrict access to the transmitted multimedia 
information using decryption keys. The set-top terminal receives entitlement 
information from the head-end, corresponding to one or more packages of programs that 
the customer is entitled to for a given period. 

Hach program is encrypted by the head-end server prior to transmission, using a 
program key, K Pl which may be unique to the program. In addition to transmitting the 
encrypted program, the hearf-eno" server transmits the program identifier, p, to the set- 
top terminal. The set-top terminal uses the received program identifier, p, together with 
the stored entitlement information, to derive the decryption key necessary to decrypt the 
program. In this manner, if a customer is entitled to a particular program, the set-top 
termiiiai will be able to derive the encrypted program key, Kp, using the stored and 
received information, and thereafter use the program key, Kp, to decrypt the encrypted 
program. In various embodiments, the program identifier, p, can be interleaved with the 
program portion or transmitted on a separate dedicated control channel. 

According to one aspect of the invention, each of the Jfc-bit program keys, 
used to encrypt transmitted programs is obtained by applying one or more pseudo- 
random hash functions, H, to a master key, m. In one implementation, a length-doubling 
hash function, H, is utilized. Thus, the hash function, II, takes a k-bil binary value and 
produces a binaiy value having a length of 2k. The output of the hash function, H, can 
be represented as a pair of k-bit binary values, Ho and H|, where Ho is referred to as the 
left half of the output of the hash function, and Hi is the right half of the output of the 
hash function. 

In an illustrative implementation, a program key, Kp, is obtained by recursively 
applying a hash function, Ho or H u to the master key, m, depending on the 
corresponding binary value of each bit position of the program identifier, p. Thus, if the 
program identifier, p, consists of n bits, one of the hash functions, Hp or H h is applied 
for each of the n bit positions of the program identifier, p, depending on the 
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corresponding bit value of the program identifier, p. Iiiitialty, one of the hash functions, 
Ho or Hi, is applied to the master key, m, depending on the binary value of the most 
significant bit of the program identifier, p. Thereafter, for each of the remaining (n-1) bit 
positions, one of the hash fractions, H 0 or Hi, is applied to the result of the previous 
hash operation, depending on the binary value of the corresponding bit. The calculation 
of the program key, Kp can be represented as follows: 

The hash operation can be represented in terms of an w-lcvel binary tree, T t 
referred to as the key tree, with the master key, m r placed at the root of the tree. The 
tree is generated by applying the hash functions Ho and Hi to each node, until the desired 
number of tree levels (n) have been created. The program keys, K P) correspond to the 
leaf nodes at the bottom level of the tree. The binary index (and likewise the program 
identifiers, p) associated with each program key, Kp, corresponds to the path through the 
key tree from the root to the desired leaf node, Thus, the index or label of a given node, 
w, is the concatenation of the labels on the edges on the path from the root to the node u. 
T(u) denotes the subtree rooted at node «, or the set of program identifiers, p t 
corresponding to the leaves in the subtree of node For an internal node, w, at depth r 
in the key tree, with a partial program identifier, p, {u l} . . , , u r ), the keys of any program 
in the subtree T(u) can be computed by activating the hash function tt - r times. 

A more complete understanding of the present invention, as well as further 
features and advantages of the present invention, will be obtained by reference to the 
following detailed description and drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a system for transmitting 
encrypted programming content in accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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FIG, 2 is a conceptual representation of an exemplary key tree in accordance 
with the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of an exemplary head-end server of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram of an exemplary set-top terminal of FIG. I; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a sample table from the program database of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a sample table from the entitlement database of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 7 is a flow chart describing an exemplary entitlement information 
distribution process as implemented by tlie head-end server of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart describing an exemplary program distribution process as 
implemented by the head end server of FIG 3; and 

FIG. 9 is a flowchart describing an exemplary decode process as implemented by 
the set-top terminal of FIG. 4. 

Detailed Description 

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative network environment for transferring encrypted 
multimedia information, such as video, audio and data, from a service provider using a 
transmitter, such as a head-eud server 300, discussed further below in conjunction with 
FIG. 3, to one or more customers having set-top terminals 400-401, such as the set-top 
terminal 400, discussed further below in conjunction with FIG. 4, over one or more 
distribution networks 1 10. As used herein, a set-top terminal includes any mechanism to 
restrict access to the transmitted multimedia information using decryption keys, 
including, for example, a computer configuration or a telecommunications device, It is 
possible for software executed by the set-top terminal to be downloaded by the service 
provider The distribution network 110 can be a wireless broadcast network for 
distribution of programming content, such as a digital satellite service ("DSS™"), or a 
conventional wired network, such as the cable television network ("CATV"), the Public 
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Switched Telephone Network {"PSTN"), an optical network, a broadband integrated 
services digital network f'ISDN") or the Internet. 

According to a Feature of the present invention, the set-top terminal 400 
intermittently receives entitlement information from the head-end server 300, which 
permits a customer to access programs that the customer is entitled to for a given time 
interval, such as a billing period. As used herein, a package is a predefined set of 
programs, and a given program can belong to one or more packages. A program is any 
continuous multimedia transmission of a particular length, such as a television episode or 
a movie. The entitlement information can be downloaded from the head-end server 300 
to the set-top terminal 400 using any suitably secure uni-directional or ui-directional 
protocol, as would be apparent to a person of ordinary skill 

PROGRAM KEYS AND PROGRAM IDENTIFIERS 

As discussed further below, each transmitted program is encrypted by the head- 
end server 300 using a program key, K P , which may be unique to the program. For a 
detailed discussion of suitable encryption and security techniques, see B. Schneier, 
Applied Cryptography (2d ed. 1997), incorporated by reference herein. In addition to 
transmitting the encrypted program, the head-end server 300 also transmits an /?-bit 
program identifier, p, to the set-top terminals 400, which may be utilized by the set-top 
terminal 400, together with stored entitlement information, to derive the decryption key 
necessary to decrypt the program, in a manner described further below. As discussed 
below in a section entitled ASSIGNING PROGRAM IDENTIFIERS TO PROGRAMS, 
the program identifiers, p, are not chosen arbitrarily. In one preferred embodiment, the 
program identifier, p, consists of a thirty-two (32) bit value that may be transmitted, for 
example, in the ECM field defined in the MPEG-2 standard. In this manner, if a 
customer is entitled to a particular program, the set-top terminal 400 will be able to 
derive the program key, K P , from stored and received information, and thereafter use the 
program key, Kp, to deciypt the encrypted program. 
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According to a further feature of the present invention, each of the A-bit program 
keys, Kp, used to encrypt transmitted programs is obtained by applying one or more 
pseudo-random hash functions to a master key, m. For a detailed discussion of suitable 
pseudo-random hash functions, sec, for example, O. Goldreich et al., "How to Construct 
Random Functions," J. ACM, 33 :792-807 (1986), incorporated by reference herein. 

In one implementation, a crytographically-secure, length doubling, hash function 
is utilized, as follows: 

where, k is the length of the program key, K p . Thus, the hash function, H, takes a it-bit 
binary value and produces a binary value iiaving a length of 2k. The output of the hash 
function, H, can be represented as a pair of A-bit binary values, Hq and Hi, where Ho is 
referred to as the left half of the output of the hash function, H {most significant bits), 
and Hi is the right half of the output of the hash function, H (most significant bits). Ho 
and Hi can be said to be separate hash functions. In one illustrative implementation, 
when k equals 160, H could be defined by using the secret hash standard, SHA-1, as 
defined in Secure Hash Standard, National Institute of Standards and Technology, N1ST 
FIPS PUB 180-1, U.S. Dept. of Commerce (April, 1995), incorporated by reference 
herein. In other words, Ho equals SHA-1 0c|0), and H t equals SHA-1 (*jl), where 0 and 
1 are all-zero and all-one bit strings, respectively. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, a program key, Kp, is 
obtained by recursively applying one or more hash functions to the master key, m, 
depending on the binary value of the program identifier, p. In one implementation, the 
program key, Kp, is obtained by recursively applying one of the hash functions, Ho or Hi, 
to the master key, m, depending on the binary value of each bit position of the program 
identifier, p. Generally, if the program identifier, p, consists of n bits, one of the hash 
functions, Flo or Hi, is applied for each of the n bit positions of the program identifier, p, 
(starting with the most significant bit) depending on the corresponding bit value of the 
program identifier, p. Initially, one of the hash functions, Ho or Hi, is applied to the 
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master key, m, depending on the binary value of the most significant bit. Thereafter, for 
each of the remaining (n~l) bit positions, one of the hash functions, Hq or H l5 is applied 
to the result of the previous hash operation, depending on the binary value of the 
corresponding bit. As discussed below in a section entitled THE KEY TRUE, the hash 
operation can be represented as follows: 

K f =H p ,{. H fi (H ri (m)),.,), 

As previously indicated, the head-end server 300 will transmit the program 
identifier, p, with the encrypted program. Thus, given the program identifier, p, the set- 
top terminal 400 must obtain the program key, Kp, used to decrypt the received 
program. As previously indicated, the program key, Kp, is obtained by recursively 
applying one or more hash functions to a master key, m, depending on the binary value 
of the program identifier, p. The program keys, Kp, must be obtained by the customer's 
set-top terminal 400 indirectly using the stored entitlement information, discussed below, 
and the received program identifier, p. 

THE KEY TREE 

As previously indicated, a program key, Kp, is obtained by recursively applying 
one or more hash functions, H, to a master key, m, depending on the binary value of the 
program identifier, p. A single *-bit master key, m, is utilized. The bits of the program 
identifier, p, are denoted by p = (pi,... T pJ, where pi is the most significant bit and p n is 
the least significant bit. According to a feature of the present invention, the encryptiun 
key, K,,, for a program with a program identifier, p, is defined as follows: 

K p =H p ^...H Pi (H Pi (m))..). 

The hash operation can also be repi esented in terms of a full w-level binary tree 
T, referred to as the key tree 200, shown in FIG. 2. The illustrative key tree 200, shown 
in FIG. 2, corresponds to an implementation having program identifiers, p, consisting of 
three bits. As shown in FIG. 7, the master key, m, is placed at the root 210 of the tree 
200. The program keys, Kp, correspond to the leaf nodes, such as the leaf nodes 240- 
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247. The index associated with each program key, K p , shown in FIG. 2, such as the 
index 01 1 associated with the program key, K p> of the leaf node 243, indicates the path 
through the key tree 200 from the root 210 to the leaf node 243. For example, the 
program key, K p , of the leaf node 243 is obtained by following a left edge (Ho) from the 
root 210, a right edge (Hi) from the node 220 and a right edge (H^ from the node 232, 
tn other words, lio is initially applied to the master key, m, then Hi is applied to a first 
hash result, and Hi is again applied to the second hash result. The resulting value is the 
program key, K^u. 

Thus, the label of a given node, u, such as the node 243, is the concatenation of 
the labels on the edges on the path from the root 210 to the node «. The label of each 
node can be identified with the program identifiers, p. T(u) is utilized to denote the 
subtree rooted at node u, or equivalently, to denote the set of program identifiers, p, 
corresponding to the leaves in the subtree of node u. For an internal node, r/, at depth r 
in the key tree 200, with a partial program identifier, p, (ui,,,,, Ur), the keys of any 
program in the subtree T(u) can be computed. The key of any program in the subtree of 
node u is computed by activating the hash function n - r times. Specifically, the 
appropriate hash function, Ho or Hu is utilized as directed by the value of each of the n - 
r low order bits of the program identifier, p. Thus, the program key, Kp, corresponding 
to a node u can serve as an entitlement for all programs in the subtree of node u. 

If the function H is a pseudo-random generator, then the mapping of the program 
keys, Kp {0,1}" {0,1 } k , parameterized by the master key, m, is a pseudo-random 
function, See, for example, O. Goldreich et al., "How to Construct Random Functions," 
J. ACM, 33:792-807 (1986), incorporated by reference above. 

SYSTEM COMPONENTS 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the architecture of an illustrative head-end 
server 300. The head end may be associated with a television network, a cable operator, 
a digital satellite service operator, or any service provider transmitting encrypted 
programming content. The head-end server 300 may be embodied, for example, as an 
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RS 6000 server, manufactured by IBM Corp., as modified herein to execute the 
functions and operations of the present invention. The head-end server 300 includes a 
processor 310 and related memory, such as a data storage device 320. The processor 
310 may be embodied as a single processor, or a number of processors operating in 
parallel. The data storage device 320 and/or a read only memory (ROM) are operable to 
store one or more instructions, which the processor 3 10 is operable to retrieve, interpret 
and execute. 

As discussed above, the data storage device 320 includes a master key database 
350 for storing the master key, m. The master key, m, may be updated, for example, 
once per billing period. In addition, as discussed further below in conjunction with FIG. 
5, the data storage device 320 includes a program database 500. The program database 
500 indicates the program identifier, p, and associated packages corresponding to each 
program. In addition, as discussed further below in conjunction with FIGS, 7 AND 8, 
the data storage device 320 includes an entitlement information distribution process 700 
and a program distribution process 800. Generally, the entitlement information 
distribution process 700 generates and distributes the entitlement information required by 
each customer to access entitled programs, In addition, the program distribution process 
800 derives the program key, Kp, based on the program identifier, p, assigned to the 
program in order to encrypt and transmit the program with the program identifier, p. 

The communications port 330 connects the head-end server 300 to the 
distribution network 110, thereby linking the head-end server 300 to each connected 
receiver, such as the set-top terminal 400 shown in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the architecture of an illustrative set-top 
terminal 400. The set-top terminal 400 may be embodied, for example, as a set-top 
terminal (STT) associated with a television, such as those commercially available from 
General Instruments Corp., as modified herein to execute the functions and operations of 
the present invention. The set-top terminal 400 includes a processor 410 and related 
memory, such as a data storage device 420, as well as a communication port 430, which 
operate in a similar manner to the hardware described above in conjunction with FIG. 3. 
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As discussed further below in conjunction with FIG. 6, the data storage device 
420 includes an entitlement database 600 that may be stored in a secure portion of the 
data storage device 420. The entitlement database 600 includes those portions of the 
key tree 200 tliat are necessary to derive the program keys, Kp, for the programs to 
which the customer is entitled In addition, the data storage device 420 includes the hash 
functions, II 0 and Hi, 440. In addition, as discussed further below in conjunction with 
FIG. 9, the data storage device 420 includes a decode process 900, Generally, the 
decode process 900 decrypts programs that a customer is entitled to, by using the 
received program identifier, p, and the stored entitlement information 600 to derive the 
program key, K Ps and then using the program key, Kp, to decrypt the program. 

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary program database 500 that stores information on 
each program, p, which will be transmitted by the head-end server 300, for example, 
during a given billing period, including the packages the program belongs to and the 
corresponding program identifier, p. The program database 500 maintains a plurality of 
records, such as records 505-520, each associated with a different program. For each 
program identified by program name in field 525, the program database 500 includes an 
indication of the corresponding packages to which the program belongs in field 530 and 
the corresponding program identifier, p, in field 535. 

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary entitlement database 600 that includes those 
portions of the key tree 200 that are necessary to derive the program keys, K p , for the 
programs to which the customer is entitled. As previously indicated, T(u) is utilized to 
denote the subtree rooted at a node w, or equivalently, to denote the set of program 
identifiers, p, corresponding to the leaf nodes 240-247 in the subtree of node u For 
example, if a customer is entitled to receive the four programs corresponding to the leaf 
nodes 240-243, the entitlement information would consist of the intermediate key 
associated with node 220. In this manner, the appropriate hash functions, Ho and H lf 
440 can be used to derive the program keys, Kp, for each node 230, 232, 240-243 in the 
subtree of node 220, as necessary. 
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The exemplary entitlement database 600 shown in FIG. 6 corresponds to a 
customer tliat is entitled to receive the four programs corresponding to the leaf nodes 
240-243, as well as the two programs corresponding to the leaf nodes 246-247, Thus, 
the entitlement iiiformation recorded in the entitlement database 600 consists of trie 
intermediate keys associated with node 220 and node 236. For each node 220 and 236, 
the entitlement information recorded in the entitlement database 600 includes the 
intermediate key value, and K [tl , respectively, and an indication of the corresponding 
partial program identifier, p. The manner in which the entitlement information 600 is 
generated by the entitlement information distribution process 700 based on packages of 
programs selected by a customer is discussed below in conjunction with FIG 7. 

PROGRAM PACKAGING 

Small entitlements can be established for many sets of programs of varying size, 
using the tree scheme of the present invention. A target set, S, is established using the 
collection of programs to be packaged. A minimal set of tree nodes is obtained whose 
subtrees precisely cover the target set, S, as follows: 

T(S) = Z^T such that (J /'(«) = 5, and \Z\ is minimal . 

The entitlement information for the package, S, is the set of intermediate keys, 
Ku held at the nodes of T(S). As indicated above, this set of keys allows the set-top 
terminal 400 to decrypt exactly the programs in S but nothing else. It is noted that, in 
principle, the tree scheme of the present invention can create entitlement information for 
any arbitrary target set, S. It is further noted, however, that if the program identifiers, p, 
are assigned arbitrarily then the entitlement iiiformation may become prohibitively large 
for the limited secure memory of the set-top terminals 400. 

PROCESSES 

As discussed above, the head-end server 300 executes an entitlement information 
distribution process 700, shown in FIG. 7, to generate and distribute the entitlement 
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information 600 required by each customer to access entitled programs As previously 
indicated, the entitlement information 600 consists of the intermediate key value, K u and 
an indication of the corresponding paitial program identifier, p, for each node of the key 
tree 200 that is necessary to derive the program keys, Kp, for the programs to which the 
customer is entitled. 

Thus, the entitlement information distribution process 700 initially identifies the 
programs selected by the customer during step 710. Thereafter, the entitlement 
information distribution process 700 finds a minimal set of tree nodes* T{S), whose 
subtrees precisely cover the target set, S, The target set, 5, is decomposed during step 
720 into maximal disjoint intervals of consecutive program identifiers, p. It is noted that 
two program identifiers, p 7 are considered consecutive if the integers corresponding to 
the binary representations are consecutive. A cover, T{S), is then found for each interval 
during step 730. The sit of intermediate keys, Ki, and corresponding partial program 
identifiers, p, held at the nodes of the cover, T(S) 5 for each interval are generated during 
step 740. Finally, the generated entitlement information is downloaded by the head-end 
server 300 to the set-top termini 400 during step 750, befure program control 
terminates during step 760, 

The number of intervals in the target set, S, is referred to as I(S). To compute a 
cover, T(S), for a single interval of program identifiers, p, on the order of n tree nodes 
must be visited in a key tree 200 of depth n. Thus, the time complexity of the 
entitlement information distribution process 700 is on the order of I{S)-n. Likewise, the 
si^e of the minimal cover, T(S), is on the order of I(S>n. Programs with related content 
should be assigned program identifiers, p, that allow them to be packaged efficiently. In 
one implementation, basic packages are of the form all program identifiers, p, with a bit 
prefix u. An entitlement for such a single-topic package is a single key in the key tree 
200. Moreover, multi-topic packages can be assembled with no side-effects. The 
entitlement information is simply the set of keys for the individual topics that comprise 
the multi-topic package. In accordance with the present invention, a package defined by 
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a prefix \i does not allow the set-top terminal 400 to decrypt programs with a 0 prefix of 
the same length. 

As discussed above, the head-end server 300 executes a program distribution 
process 800, shown in FIG. 8, to derive the program key, K P , based on the program 
identifier, p, assigned to the program and the master key, m, in order to encrypt and 
transmit the program with the program identifier, p. It is noted that the program 
distribution process 800, other than the actual transmission step, can be executed offline 
or in real-time. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the program distribution process 800 begins the 
processes embodying the principles of the present invention during step 810 by 
identifying a program to be transmitted. 

Thereafter, the program distribution process 800 retrieves the program identifier, 
p, corresponding to the program from the program database 500, during step 820, and 
then calculates the program key, K P , corresponding to the program during step 830. The 
program will then be encrypted during step 840 with the program key, K P , calculated 
during the previous step. Finally, the program distribution process 800 will transmit the 
encrypted program together with the program identifier, p, during step 850, before 
program control terminates during step 860. It is noted that the program identifier, p, 
can be transmitted periodically interleaved throughout the transmission of the program 
information, so that a customer can change channels during a program and be able to 
derive the program key, Kp, which is required to decrypt the program, In an alternate 
embodiment, the program identifier, p, can be continuously transmitted on a separate 
control channel, such as a Barker channel. 

As discussed above, the set-top terminal 400 executes a decode process 900, 
shown in FIG, 9, to decrypt programs that a customer is entitled to, by using the 
received program identifier, p, and the stored entitlement information 600 to derive the 
program key, K P , and then using the program key, Kp, to decrypt the program. As 
illustrated in FIG. 9, the decode process 900 begins the processes embodying the 
principles of the present invention during step 910, upon receipt of a customer 
instiuction to tune to a particular channel 
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Thereafter, the set-top terminal 400 will receive the appropriate signal during 
step 920, including the encrypted program and the transmitted program identifier, p. 
The decode process 900 then retrieves the stored entitlement information from the 
entitlement database 600 during step 930. A test is performed during step 940 to 
determine if with the transmitted program. If it is determined during step 940 that an 
entry does not exist in the entitlement database 600 having a partial program identifier, p, 
that matches the most significant bits of the received program identifier, p, then the 
customer is not entitled to the selected program and program control terminates during 
step 980. 

It however, an entry does exist in the entitlement database 600 having a partial 
program identifier, p, that matches the most significant bits of the received program 
identifier, p, then the customer is entitled to the selected program. Thus, the program 
key, K P , is then calculated during step 960 using the intermediate key, Ki, retrieved from 
the entry of the entitlement database 600. Specifically, the program key, Kp is computed 
by activating the appropriate hash function, Ho or as directed by the value of each of 
the n - r low order bits of the program identifier, p, as follows: 

.../^(ffj*,))...). 

Finally, the program is deciypted using the derived program key, Kp, during step 
970, before program control terminates during step 980. It is noted that if the received 
program is not part of the customer's entitlement, then there is no entitlement 
information in the entitlement database 600 having a partial program identifier, p, that 
matches the low order bits of the program identifier, p, received with the transmitted 
program. 

It is further noted that the decode process 900 can wait for the customer to 
request a particular channel before attempting to derive the decryption keys and 
determine whether the customer is entitled to the requested channel, as described above, 
or the decode process 900 can alternatively periodically scan all channels to obtain the 
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transmitted program identifiers, p> in order to derive the decryption keys for storage in 
the data storage device 420 and predetermine the customer's entitlement. 

SUITABLE IIASH FUNCTIONS 

As previously indicated, if the hash function, H, is a pseudo-random bit generator, 
then the mapping of p -» K p is provably a pseudo-random function. Thus, if the actual 
hash function, H, is cryptographically strong, then the encryption keys would be 
unpredictable. Accordingly, if a pirate only has access to the encrypted program 
broadcast, the knowledge that the keys were generated using the tree scheme of the 
present invention does not seem to help in breaking the encryption. Therefore, 
essentially the only concern is to ensure that the video encryption algorithm can 
withstand known plaintext attacks. 

The hash function, H, should possess two properties. First, it must be hard to 
compute the input x given half of the image H D (x) or H L (x) for the hash function, H. 
This certainly holds for any cryptographic hash II, which is hard to invert even when 
both halves of the image are known. In addition, it must be hard to compute H 0 (x) even 
when Hi{x) is known, and vice versa. In principle, it may be easier to complete a missing 
half-key when the other half is known, even if the function H is hard to invert. If this is 
the case, then a pirate who knows the program key, Kp for a node u may be able to 
compute the key to a sibling node, v, and then to all the programs in the subtree of node 
v. 

One advantage of the tree scheme in accordance with the present invention is that 
it makes merging pirated entitlements inefficient. Consider a pair of sibling programs, pi 
and P2, and their parent node, u. Suppose that the pirate knows the program key, Kp, 
corresponding to both programs, pi and p 2l which are the two halves of H(Kp(u)). The 
pirate still cannot invert II and compute Kp{u) since II is a cryptographic hash function. 
Thus, the merged pirated entitlements would have to contain both K p (pi) and K p (p2), 
rather than more compact K p {u). Thus, breaking into multiple set-top terminals 400 with 
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cheap (but different) entitlements is not a good strategy for the pirate, since the 
combined entitlement will be very large. 

As previously indicated, suitable pseudo-random hash functions are discussed, for 
example, in O. Goldreich et ah, "How to Construct Random Functions/ 1 J. ACM, 
33 792-807 (1986), incorporated by reference above. 

It is to be understood that the embodiments and variations shown and described 
herein are merely illusuative of the principles of this invention and that various 
modifications may be implemented by those skilled in the art without departing from the 
scope and spirit of the invention. 
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A system for restricting access to transmitted programming content is 
disclosed, which transmits a program identifier with the encrypted programming content. 
A set-top terminal or similar mechanism restricts access to the transmitted multimedia 
information using stored decryption keys. The set-top terminal receives entitlement 
information periodically from the head-end, corresponding to one or more packages of 
programs that the customer is entitled to for a given period. Each program is encrypted 
by the head-end server prior to transmission, using a program key, K P , which may be 
unique to the program. The set-top terminal uses the received program identifier, p, 
together with the stored entitlement information, to derive the decryption key necessary 
to decrypt the program. Each of the k-bit program keys, Kp, used to encrypt transmitted 
programs is obtained by applying one or more pseudo-random hash functions, II, such as 
a length-doubling hash function, H, to a master key, m The illustrative hash function, H, 
takes a k~b\t binary value and produces a binary value having a length of 2k t with II 0 
being the left half of the output of the hash function, and Hi being the right half of the 
output of the hash function. A program key, K p , is obtained by recursively applying a 
hash function, Ho or Hi, to the master key, m, depending on the corresponding binary 
value of each bit position of the program identifier, p. The hash operation is represented 
in terms of an fl-level binary tree, T, referred to as the key tree, with the master key, m, 
placed at the root of the tree. The tree is generated by applying the hash functions H« 
and Hi to each node, until the desired number of tree levels (n) have been created. The 
program keys, Kp, correspond to the leaf nodes at the bottom level of the tree. The 
program identifier, p T associated with each program key, K p , corresponds to the path 
through the key tree from the root to the desired leaf node. 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The step which assigns the program identifier which is the approach of transmitting the program 
which can carry out access restriction to an end user, and has (A) binary value to said program, (B) The step 
which enciphers said program by using the step which defines at least one master key, and the program key 
obtained by applying at least one Hash Function to said master key based on the binary value of the (C) 
aforementioned program identifier, (D) Approach characterized by having the step which sends said 
enciphered program to said end user with said program identifier. 

[Claim 2] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 1 characterized by applying one of said 
the Hash Functions to each location of n bits of said program identifier according to the bit value to which it 
becomes from n bits and said program identifier corresponds. 

(Claim 3] (E) The approach according to claim 1 characterized by having further the step which provides 
said end user with entitlement information based on the set of the program acquired by said end user. 
[Claim 4] The approach according to claim 3 characterized by including some key trees based on the set of 
the program acquired by said end user in said entitlement information. 

[Claim 5] Said end user is an approach according to claim 3 characterized by using said program identifier 
in order to obtain said program key from said memorized entitlement information. 
[Claim 6] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 1 characterized by interleaving with 
transmission of said encryption program. 

[Claim 7] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 1 characterized by being transmitted on 
a control channel. 

[Claim 8] The approach characterized by to have the step enciphered using the program key which is the 
approach of transmitting a program to two or more end users, and was obtained by applying a Hash 
Function to the master key based on the binary value of each bit position of said program identifier for the 
program which has (A) program identifier recurrently, and the step which transmits the program which 
carried out (B) encryption, and said program identifier to said end user. 

[Claim 9] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 8 characterized by applying said Hash 
Function to each location of n bits of said program identifier according to the bit value to which it becomes 
from n bits and said program identifier corresponds. 

[Claim 10] (C) The approach according to claim 8 characterized by having further the step which provides 
said end user with entitlement information based on the set of the program acquired by said end user. 
[Claim 11] The approach according to claim 10 characterized by including some key trees based on the set of 
the program acquired by said end user in said entitlement information. 

[Claim 12] Said end user is an approach according to claim 10 characterized by using said program identifier 
in order to obtain said program key from said memorized entitlement information. 

[Claim 13] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 8 characterized by interleaving with 
transmission of said encryption program. 



[Claim 14] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 8 characterized by being transmitted 
on a control channel. 

[Claim 15] It is the approach of transmitting the program corresponding to at least one program package to 
two or more end users. (A) The step which provides said end user with entitlement information based on 
the set of the program acquired by said end user, (B) The step enciphered using the program key obtained 
by applying a Hash Function to the master key based on the binary value of each bit position of said 
program identifier for the program which has a program identifier recurrently, (C) Have further the step 
which transmits said program identifier to said end user with the enciphered program, and if said end user 
is a just user of said program Said end user is an approach characterized by obtaining said program key 
from the memorized entitlement information. 

[Claim 16] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 15 characterized by applying one of 
said the Hash Functions to each location of n bits of said program identifier according to the bit value to 
which it becomes from n bits and said program identifier corresponds. 

[Claim 17] The approach according to claim 15 characterized by including some key trees based on the set of 
the program acquired by said end user in said entitlement information. 

[Claim 18] Said end user is an approach according to claim 15 characterized by using said program identifier 
in order to obtain said program key from said memorized entitlement information. 

[Claim 19] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 15 characterized by interleaving with 
transmission of said encryption program. 

[Claim 20] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 15 characterized by being transmitted 
on a control channel. 

[Claim 21] The step which receives the entitlement information which is the approach of decoding the 
enciphered program and contains at least one middle key from a key tree based on the set of the program 
which said customer acquired from the provider of the (A) aforementioned program, (B) The encryption 
program enciphered by the program key, and the step which receives a program identifier, (C) Approach 
characterized by having the step which obtains said program key from the part said program identifier and 
said key tree were remembered to be, and the step which decodes said encryption program using the (D) 
aforementioned program key. 

[Claim 22] It is the approach according to claim 21 which said program identifier consists of n bits, and said 
master key is arranged on the root of said key tree, and is characterized by generating said key tree when 
said key tree applies a Hash Function to each node until the tree level of n is made. 
[Claim 23] It is the approach of decoding the enciphered program. From the provider of the (A) 
aforementioned program The step which receives the entitlement information which contains at least one 
middle key from the key tree based on the set of the program which a customer acquires, (B) The encryption 
program enciphered by the program key, and the step which receives a program identifier, (C) The step 
which obtains said program key from the part the key tree was remembered to be from said program 
identifier and said middle key by applying a Hash Function to said middle key recurrently based on the 
binary value of said program identifier, (D) Approach characterized by having the step which decodes said 
encryption program using said program key. 

[Claim 24] It is the approach according to claim 23 which said program identifier consists of n bits, and said 
middle key corresponds to the intermediate node in the level r of said key tree, and is characterized by 
carrying out n-r time application of said Hash Function at said middle key. 

[Claim 25] The memory which is the system which transmits the program which restricts access to an end 
user, and memorizes the (A) master key and a computer readout possible code, (B) It has the processor 
connected with said memory in actuation. This processor (a) The program identifier which has a binary 
value is assigned to said program, (b) Define at least one master key and said program is enciphered using a 
program key by applying at least one Hash Function to said master key based on the binary value of the (c) 



aforementioned program identifier, (d) System characterized by constituting so that an encryption program 
may be transmitted to said end user with said program identifier. 

[Claim 26] The memory which is the system which transmits the program to which access to an end user 
was restricted, and memorizes the (A) master key and the code which can be computer read, (B) It has the 
processor connected with said memory on actuation. Said processor (a) The program key obtained by 
applying a Hash Function to a master key recurrently based on the binary value of each bit position of said 
program identifier is used. The system characterized by constituting so that this program that enciphered 
this program that has a program identifier and was enciphered by the (b) aforementioned end user, and said 
program identifier may be transmitted. 

[Claim 27] The memory which is the system which decodes the enciphered program and memorizes the (A) 
master key and the code which can be computer read, (B) It has the processor connected with said memory 
on actuation. Said processor (a) The entitlement information containing the part of the key tree based on the 
set of the program acquired by said customer is received from the provider of this program, (b) The 
encryption program enciphered by the program key and a program identifier are received, (c) System 
characterized by obtaining said program key from said part said program identifier and said key tree were 
remembered to be, and constituting so that said encryption program may be decoded using the (d) 
aforementioned program key. 

[Claim 28] It is the medium by which the code means which can be computer read was mounted and which 
can be computer read. This means that can be computer read assigns the program identifier which has (a) 
binary value at the time of actuation to a program, (b) Define at least one master key and the program key 
obtained by applying at least one Hash Function to said master key based on the binary value of the (c) 
aforementioned program identifier is used. The medium which is characterized by transmitting this 
program that enciphered this program and was enciphered with the (d) aforementioned program identifier 
to an end user and which can be computer read. 

[Claim 29] It is the medium by which the code means which can be computer read was mounted and which 
can be computer read. This means that can be computer read receives the entitlement information 
containing the part of the key tree based on the set of the program acquired by the (a) aforementioned 
customer at the time of actuation from the provider of this program, (b) The encryption program enciphered 
by the program key and a program identifier are received, (c) Medium which is characterized by obtaining 
said program key from said part said program identifier and said key tree were remembered to be, and 
decoding said encryption program using the (d) aforementioned program key and which can be computer 
read. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the system which transmits the program decoded with the 
memorized entitlement information using the program identifier used by the set top terminal, in order to 
obtain a decode key required to decode a program especially about the system which restricts access to the 
contents of transmitting programming. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] It is still more important that a service provider like a cable television operator 
or a digital satellite service operator offers the package of the channel to which a majority of a television 
viewer's population is satisfied, or a program as the number of channels with an available television viewer 
increases and the range of the available contents of programming increases in number by such channel. 
Generally development of the package with which a customer is provided is a marketing function. A service 
provider is wanted to offer the package of various sizes generally/For example, they are all programs, the 
combination between them, etc. from one program. 

[0003] A service provider usually broadcasts a television program from the transmitter called a "head end" 
to many customers. Each customer is usually concerned with a part of programming to receive. For 
example, in a broadcast environment, any man can receive programming transmitted with a suitable 
receiver like an antenna or a satellite disk. In order to restrict access of a program only to the normal 
customer who purchased the package, a service provider usually enciphers a transmitting program and 
contains 1 or two or more code machines in a customer. A set top terminal (STT) is offered. By such 
approach, a set top terminal receives encryption transmission and the program which a customer looks at is 
enciphered. Nothing is carried out but this. 

[0004] In order that the confidentiality memorized in the set top terminal may make piracy of high 
information min, a set top terminal is usually equipped with a secure processor or secure memory. This 
secure memory has the capacity of several kilobits order, and memorizes a code key. Generally secure 
memory is not volatility but tamper REJISUTANTO. Moreover, secure memory has that it can write [ much 
] in and can carry out the repro gram of the key for every accounting period. Since the secure memory 
capacity of the conventional set top terminal is restricted, the number of the keys memorized will be 
restricted and the number of the packages which a service provider offers will also be restricted. The 
number of the programs which a service provider broadcasts to the accounting period of a moon unit may 
usually be the order of 200,000. 

[0005] The conventional set top terminal has a thing containing bit VEKUTORU which has a bit entry 
corresponding to each package of the program which a service provider offers. If a specific customer is the 
normal addressee of a package, the bit entry in the bit vector memorized in a set top terminal will be set to 
"1." After that, all the programs that a service provider transmits are enciphered by one key. If a program is 
received, a set top terminal will judge whether the bit entry which accesses and corresponds to a bit vector is 
set. If the bit entry is set, as for a set top terminal, a program will be decoded using one memorized code 



machine. 

[0006] Although it seems to a theory top that flexibility is attained by the bit vector method by offering one 
bit entry to each package (a package consisting of one program generally), the die length of a bit vector is 
not practical in the system which transmits many programs to one accounting period. Moreover, the access 
control in such a system is exclusively given by the entry in a bit vector, and is not code-like (cryptographic). 
Therefore, if a customer can write in a bit vector and can set all bits to "1", a customer will be able to access 
all programs. 

[0007] Moreover, a program is divided into each package and there are some as which all the programs in a 
package are enciphered using the same key. Each package corresponds to one television channel. A set top • 
terminal memorizes the decode key to each package the customer of whose is a normal addressee. 
Therefore, if a program is included in two or more packages, that program must be broadcast again for 
corresponding each package of every, and will be enciphered in this the transmission of each by the code 
key corresponding to a specific package. Although it is cryptography-like [ an access control ], by the 
overhead about broadcasting programming again repeatedly, it will not be realistic, and will carry out 
arranging the same program as much packages, and flexibility will be restricted in the design of the package 
of a program. 

[0008] although the conventional system which encipher such contents of a program and be transmit be 
comparatively successful about restrict access only to a normal customer , it have not make it possible to 
provide a customer with the package with which a large number which include much programs , without 
make an overhead increase fairly differ , without a service provider like a television network exceed the 
secure memory capacity to which the set top terminal be restricted . The cryptography-approach and 
equipment which restrict access to the contents of transmitting programming to the "Vspace system" 
indicated by the United States patent applications 08/912186 (August 15, 1997 application) are indicated. 
[0009] Each program in a Vspace system is enciphered by the head end server before transmission using the 
program key kP. Each program key is the linearity combination of the set with which the master key M was 
defined. The program identifier which identifies a program is transmitted with the contents of encryption 
programming. A customer's set top terminal can obtain a decode key only from the entitlement information 
recorded on the program identifier p which received, and the front. A Vspace system offers a 
cryptography-access-control mechanism, enabling the package which is supple, without extending a 
program header fairly (only a program identifier being transmitted with a program). It is because it is not 
necessary to broadcast a program again for corresponding each package of every. 
[0010] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] Generally, the contents of programming enciphered by 1 or two or more 
customers by the service provider using the transmitter thru/or the head end server are transmitted. The 
program identifier p used for identifying a program is transmitted to a customer with the contents of 
programming. Each customer has other devices in which access restricted to transmitting multimedia 
information using the set top terminal thru/or the decode key is given. A set top terminal receives 1 which 
can receive to normal at a period with a customer, or the entitlement information corresponding to the 
package of two or more programs from a head end. 

[0011] Each program is enciphered by the head end server before transmission using the program key kp. 
the program key kp of an individual ~ the program - unique ~ making . In addition to transmission of the 
enciphered program, a head end server transmits the program identifier p to a set top terminal. A set top 
terminal obtains a decode key required to decode a program using the program identifier p which received 
with the memorized entitlement information. In this approach, if a customer is the normal user of a specific 
program, a set top terminal can obtain the program key kp enciphered using the information memorized 
and received, and can decode the program enciphered using that program key kp after that. In an example, 
the program identifier p can be interleaved to a part of program, and can be transmitted on a separate 



exclusive control channel. 

[0012] Each of k-bit program key kp used for enciphering a transmitting program can be obtained by 
applying 1 or two or more pseudo-random Hash Functions to a master key m. As an example, Hash 
Function H which doubles die length can be used. Therefore, Hash Function H takes a k bit binary value, 
and makes the binary value of the die length of 2k. The output of Hash Function H can be expressed as pair 
HO of k-bit binary value as HI. Here, HO can be identified as a left half of the output of the Hash Function 
concerned, and HI can be identified as a right half of the output of the Hash Function concerned. 
[0013] As an example, the program key kp can be obtained according to the binary value to which each bit 
position of the program identifier p corresponds by applying recurrently Hash Functions HO or HI to a 
master key. Therefore, if the program identifier p consists of m bits, one side of Hash Functions HO or HI 
will be applied to each bit position of n of the program identifier p according to the bit value to which the 
program identifier p corresponds. First, one side of Hash Functions HO or HI is applied to a master key 
according to the binary value which is the leftmost digit bit of the program identifier p. After that, according 
to the binary value of a corresponding bit, one side of Hash Functions HO or HI is applied to the result of a 
pre- hash operation to each remaining bit position (n-1). Count of the program key kp can be expressed as 
follows. 
[Equation 1] 

K^H^.H^H^m))...) 

[0014] Such a hash operation can be expressed in relation to n level binary tree T (called a key tree) by which 
the root 2 master key m of a tree is arranged. A tree is generable by applying Hash Functions HO and HI to 
each node until a desired number of tree-level (n) is made. The program key kp corresponds to the leaf (leaf) 
node in the bottom (bottom) level of a tree. The binary index (the same the program identifier [ And ] p) 
corresponding to each program key kp corresponds to the pass (way) which passes along the key tree from 
the root to a desired leaf node. Therefore, the index thru/or label of Node u is connection of the label on H 
on the pass from the root to Node u. T (u) can calculate any key of the program in subtree T (u) by carrying 
out time (n-r) actuation of the Hash Function to the internal node u (ul, ur) in depth r in the subtree 
which makes Node u the root, i.e., the key tree which has the partial program identifier p showing the set of 
the program identifier p corresponding to the leaf in the subtree of Node u. 
[0015] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Drawing 1 has shown the network environment which transmits video, an 
audio, and encryption multimedia information like data to 1 or two or more customers who have the set top 
terminals 400-401 through 1 or two or more distribution networks 110 using a transmitter like the head end 
server 300 from a service provider. This head end server 300 argues in relation to drawing 3 in the bottom, 
and argues about the set top terminal 400 in relation to drawing 4 in the bottom. In this specification, a set 
top terminal includes any device in which access restriction is given to the multimedia information 
transmitted using the decode key. For example, a computer configuration and a communication link device 
are included. A service provider may download the software which a set top terminal performs. A network 
110 can be made into the wireless broadcasting network which distributes contents of programming like 
digital satellite service (DSSTM), a cable television network (CATV), a public switching network (PSTN), an 
optical network, ISDN, and a cable network like the Internet. 

[0016] The set top terminal 400 receives entitlement information intermittently from the head end server 300, 
and enables a customer to access the program whose customer is a registered user between a certain time 
intervals (for example, accounting period). In this specification, a package is the set of a predetermined 
program and a certain program can belong to 1 or two or more packages. A program means all of . 
continuous multimedia transmission of the episode of television, or specific die length like a movie. 
Entitlement information is downloadable in the set top terminal 400 from the head end server 300 using 



which suitable secure one way or bidirectional protocol 

[0017] Program key and program identifier each transmitting program is enciphered by the head end server 
300 using the program key kp. This program key kp can be made unique to a program. Suitable encryption 
and a security technique are indicated by reference, B.Schneier, and Applied Cryptography (2d ed.1997). In 
addition to transmission of an encryption program, the head end server 300 also transmits a n bit program 
identifier to the set top terminal 400. This is used by the set top terminal 400 with the memorized entitled 
information, and as shown in a detail, it obtains a decode key required to decode a program in the bottom. 
[0018] The program identifier p is not chosen as arbitration so that the item of the bottom entitled 
assignment of the program identifier to a program may explain. In a desirable example, the program 
identifier p can consist of the 32-bit value transmitted in the ECM field specified to MPEG-2 criterion. In this 
case, if it is the registered user of the program of specification [ a customer ], the set top terminal 400 can 
obtain the program key kp from the information memorized and received, and it can use the program key 
kp so that an encryption program may be decoded after that. 

[0019] According to the further description of this invention, each of the k-bit program key kp used for an 
encryption transmitting program can be obtained by applying 1 or two or more pseudo-random Hash 
Functions to a master key m. Explanation of a suitable pseudo-random Hash Function is indicated by 
reference and O.Goldreich et al. and "How to Construct Random Functions" J. ACM and 33:792-807 (1986). 
[0020] As an example, it is secure in cryptography, and the Hash Function which doubles die length is used 
as follows. 

H: {0, 1} k->{0, l}2k - here, k is the die length of the program key kp. Therefore, Hash Function H takes the 
binary value of k bits, and makes the binary value of die-length 2k. The output of this Hash Function H can 
be expressed as pair HO of a k bit binary value as HI. Here, HO is the left-hand side one half (left-hand side 
digit bit) of the output of Hash Function H, and is H. {1} is the right-hand side one half (right-hand side digit 
bit) of the output of Hash Function H. HO and HI can be called a separate Hash Function. 
[0021] If it is k= 160, H can be specified using secret hash standard SHA-1 which is indicated by reference, 
Secure Hash Standard, National Institute of Standards and Technology, NIST FIPS PUB 180-1, and 
U.S.Dept.of Commerce (April, 1995). That is, HO is set to SHA-1 (x I 1 0), and HI turns into SHA-1 (x I 1 1). 
Here, 0 and 1 are the bit strings of all the bit strings 1 of 0 altogether, respectively. 

[0022] The program key kp can be obtained by applying recurrently 1 or two or more Hash Functions to a 
master key m according to the binary value of the program identifier p. As an example, the program key kp 
can be obtained by applying recurrently one side of Hash Functions HO or HI to a master key m according 
to the binary value of each bit position of the program identifier p. Generally, if the program identifier p 
consists of n bits, according to the bit value to which the program identifier p corresponds, one side of Hash 
Functions HO or HI will be applied to each of the bit position of n of the program identifier p (it starts from 
a leftmost bit). 

[0023] One side of Hash Functions HO or HI is first applied to a master key according to the binary value 
which is a leftmost digit bit. After that, according to the binary value which is the bit to which one side of 
Hash Functions HO or HI corresponds, it is applied to the result of pre- hash actuation to each remaining bit 
position (n-1). This hash actuation can be expressed as follows so that the item of a title called lower "key 
tree" may explain. 
[Equation 2] 

K p =H p ,(...H H {H^m))...) 

[0024] As mentioned above, the head end server 300 transmits the program identifier p with an encryption 
program. Therefore, if the program identifier p is given, the set top terminal 400 must obtain the program 
key kp used for decode of a receiving agent. As mentioned above, the program key kp can be obtained by 
applying recurrently 1 or two or more Hash Functions to a master key m according to the binary value of 



the program identifier p. The program key kp must be obtained by a customer's set top terminal 400, using 
indirectly the memorized entitlement information and the program identifier p which received which is 
explained in the bottom. 

[0025] As explained on the key tree, the program key kp can be obtained by using recurrently 1 or two or 
more Hash Functions for a master key m according to the binary value of the program identifier p. The k-bit 
single master key m is used. The bit of the program identifier p can be expressed as p= (pi, pn). Here, pi 
is a leftmost digit bit and is a rightmost digit bit. The cryptographic key kp to the program which has the 
program identifier p can be defined as follows. 
[Equation 3] 

K p =HJ...H Pi (H pi (m))...) 

[0026] Hash actuation can be expressed as a perfect n level binary tree T like the key tree 200 shown in 
drawing 2 . The key tree 200 shown in drawing 2 corresponds to the example of mounting which has the 
program identifier p which consists of a triplet. As shown in drawing 2 , a master key m is arranged on the 
root 210 of a tree 200. The program key kp corresponds to a leaf node like leaf nodes 240-247. The index 
corresponding to each program key kp shown in drawing 2 like the index 011 corresponding to the program 
key kp of the DERIFU node 243 shows the pass which lets the key tree 200 from the root 210 to a leaf node 
243 pass. For example, the program key kp of 243 can be obtained by following with the left edge (HO) from 
the root 210, the right edge (HI) from a node 220, and the right edge (HI) from a node 232. That is, HI is 
further applied for HO to the 2nd hash result. The program key kpOH can be obtained. 
[0027] Therefore, the label of a node u like a node 243 is what connected the label on the edge of the pass to 
Node u from the root 210. The label of each node can be specified by the program identifier p. Since the 
subtree which makes Node u the root is expressed, T (u) is used (namely, since the set of the program 
identifier p corresponding to the leaf in the subtree of Node u is expressed). The internal node u in depth r 
in the key tree 200 has the partial program identifier p (ul, ur), and can calculate the key of which 
program in subtree T (u) to these. Any key of the program in the subtree of Node u is calculable by carrying 
out time (n-r) actuation of the Hash Function. Specifically, it uses so that the value of each bit of the low 
digit of (n-r) of the program identifier p may direct suitable Hash Functions HO or HI. Therefore, the 
program key kp corresponding to Node u can function as an entitlement to all the programs in the subtree 
of Node u. 

[0028] If Function H is a pseudo-random generator, mapping kp{0, 1} ->[ n] {0, 1} k of the program key 
which the master key m parameterized is a pseudo-random function. This is indicated by reference, and 

0. Goldreich et al. and "How toConstruct Random Functions" J.ACM and 33:792-807 (1986). 

[0029] System component drawing 3 is the block diagram showing the head end server's 300 AKI theque 
char. A head end shall be related with the service provider of the arbitration which transmits a television 
network, a cable employment person, a digital satellite service employment person, or the contents of 
encryption programming, the head end server 300 — for example, IBM - it can mount with RS6000 server 
which Corp(s) and manufactures, and the function and actuation of this invention can be performed. The 
head end server 300 is equipped with related memory like a processor 310 and the data storage device 320. 
A processor 310 may be mounted as a single processor and may be mounted as some processors which 
operate to juxtaposition. The data storage device 320 and ROM are made to memorize 1 or two or more 
instructions, and a processor 310 enables it to perform by taking out and interpreting. 

[0030] As mentioned above, the data storage device 320 is equipped with the master key database 350 which 
memorizes a master key m. For example, a master key m can be updated like [ for every accounting period 

1. Moreover, the data storage device 320 has the program database 500 so that it may explain in relation to 
drawing 5 in the bottom. The program database 500 presents the program identifier p and the related 
package corresponding to each program, moreover, drawing 7 R> — the data storage device 320 has the 



entitlement information delivery process 700 and the program delivery process 800 so that it may explain in 
relation to 7 and 8. 

[0031] Generally, the entitlement information delivery process 700 generates and distributes the entitlement 
information which each customer needs to accessing the program which is a registered user. Moreover, the 
program delivery process 800 obtains the program key kp based on the program identifier p assigned to the 
program, in order to encipher a program and to transmit by the program identifier p. 

[0032] The communication link port 330 links the head end server 300 to each connected receiver like the set 
top terminal 400 which showed the head end server 300 to the network 110 at a bond and drawing 1 . 
[0033] Drawing 4 is the block diagram showing the AKI theque char of the set top terminal 400. The set top 
terminal 400 can be mounted as a set top terminal (STT) corresponding to television, and it can be changed 
so that the function and actuation of this invention may be performed. The set top terminal 400 is equipped 
with a processor 410 and memory like data storage 420, and the communication link port 430, and operates 
by the same approach as the above hardware relevant to drawing 3 . 

[0034] Data storage 420 is equipped with the entitlement database 600 memorizable into the secure part of 
data storage 420 so that it may explain in relation to drawing 6 in the bottom. The entitlement database 600 
contains the part of the key tree 200 required in order that a customer may get the program key kp to the 
program which has an entitlement. Moreover, data storage 420 is equipped with Hash Functions HO and HI 
(440). Moreover, data storage 420 includes the decoding process 900 so that it may explain in relation to 
drawing 9 in the bottom. Generally, using the program identifier p received in order to obtain the program 
key kp, and the memorized entitlement information 600, in order to decode a program, the program key kp 
is used for the decoding process 900, and it decodes the program whose customer has an entitlement. 
[0035] Drawing 5 shows the program database 500 which memorizes information on each program p 
transmitted by the head end server 300. This information is transmitted to for example, an accounting 
period with the program identifier p to which that program belongs and which packs and corresponds. The 
program database 500 holds two or more decodings like records 505-520. These are related with a different 
program, respectively. The program database 500 contains the program identifier p which corresponds in 
the field 535 including directions of the corresponding package with which the program belongs in the field 
530 to each program identifier identified by the program name in the field 525. 

[0036] Drawing 6 shows the entitlement database 600 containing the part of the key tree 200 required for a 
customer to get the program key kp to the program which has an entitlement. As mentioned above, T (u) 
expresses the set of the program identifier p corresponding to the leaf nodes 240-247 in the subtree which 
makes Node u the root, i.e., the subtree of Node u. For example, supposing a customer has an entitlement 
about receiving four programs corresponding to leaf nodes 240-243, entitlement information will consist of a 
middle key corresponding to a node 220. In this approach, if needed, suitable Hash Functions HO and HI 
(440) can be used in order to obtain the program key kp to each nodes 230, 232, 240-243 in the subtree of a 
node 220. 

[0037] The entitlement database 600 shown by drawing 6 is a registered user who receives four programs 
corresponding to leaf nodes 240-243 (there is an entitlement), and is a registered user who receives two 
programs corresponding to leaf nodes 246-247. Therefore, the entitlement information recorded on the 
entitlement database 600 consists of a middle key corresponding to a node 220 and a node 236. nodes 220 
and 236 — it is alike, respectively, and it receives, and the entitlement information recorded on the 
entitlement database 600 has the middle key values kio and kill, respectively, and has corresponding 
directions of the partial program identifier p. The approach by which the entitlement database 600 is 
generated by the entitlement information delivery process 700 based on the package of the program which 
the customer chose is explained in relation to drawing 7 in the bottom. 

[0038] A small entitlement is establishable to the set of many programs of various sizes using the tree 
method of program packaging this invention. The target set S is established using the set of the program 



packed. The minimum set of a tree node with which a subtree covers the target set S correctly is obtained as 

follows. 

[Equation 4] 

T(S)=Z qT fcf£U (jT(u) = S s fro. \Z\ 

[0039] The entitlement information over Package S is the set ki of the middle key held in the node of T (S). 
As shown in a top, the set top terminal 400 decodes the program in S (accepting it) correctly with the set of 
this key. Theoretically, the tree method of this invention can build the entitlement information over the 
target set S of which arbitration, furthermore — however, if the program identifier p is assigned to 
arbitration, entitlement information will become so large that it is not allowed for the secure memory to 
which the set top terminal 400 was restricted. 

[0040] a process — as mentioned above, the head end server 300 performs the entitlement information 
delivery process 700 shown in drawing 7 , and generates and distributes the entitlement database 600 
required for each user in order to access the program which is a registered user. As mentioned above, the 
entitlement database 600 consists of corresponding directions and the corresponding middle key value ki of 
a partial program identifier to each node of the key tree 200 required for a customer to get the program key 
kp to the program which is a registered user. 

[0041] Therefore, the entitlement information delivery process 700 identifies first the program which the 
customer chose (710). After that, the entitlement information delivery process 700 finds minimum set [ of a 
tree node ] T (S). The subtree covers the target set S correctly. The target set S is disassembled to the 
maximum De Dis joint interval of the KONSEKYUTIBU program identifier p (720). Two program identifiers 
p are considered to be KONSEKYUTIBU when the integer over the binary expression is KONSEKYUTIBU. 
[0042] And covering T (S) is found to each interval (730). The corresponding partial program identifier p 
held in the node of covering T (S) to Set ki and each interval of a middle key is generated (740). At the end, 
the generated entitlement information downloads to the set top terminal 400 with the head end server 300 
(750), and program control is completed (760). 

[0043] The number of the intervals in the target set S can be set to I (S). In order to calculate covering T (S) to 
the single interval of the program identifier p to the order of the tree node of n, the key tree 200 of depth n 
must be asked. Therefore, the time amount complexity of the entitlement information delivery process 700 
serves as order of I(S) -n. Similarly, the magnitude of minimum covering T (S) serves as order of I(S) -n. The 
program identifier p which enables the program of related contents to carry out packaging of them 
efficiently should be assigned. In an example, a fundamental package is the gestalt of all the program 
identifiers p that have the bit prefix mu. 

[0044] The entitlement of such a single topic package is a single key in the key tree 200. Moreover, a 
multi-topic package can be assembled without a side effect. Entitlement information is only the set of a key 
to each TOPICS which consists of a multi-TOPICS package. According to this invention, the package 
specified by Prefix mu does not force to the set top terminal 400 so that a program may be decoded using 
zero prefix of the same die length. 

[0045] As mentioned above, the head end server 300 performs the program delivery process 800 shown in 
drawing 8 , and in order to decode a program and to transmit using the program identifier p, he gets the 
program key kp based on the program identifier p assigned to the program and the master key m. The 
program delivery process 800 is important for performing in off-line thru/or the real time except an actual 
transmitting step. As shown in drawing 8 , the program delivery process 800 starts the process using the 
principle of this invention by identifying the program which should be transmitted (810). 
[0046] After that, the program delivery process 800 takes out the program identifier p corresponding to the 
program from the program database 500 (820), and calculates the program key kp corresponding to the 



program (830). And a program is enciphered using the program key kp calculated at the front step (840). 
Finally, the program delivery process 800 transmits the program enciphered with the program identifier p 
(850), and program control ends it (860). 

[0047] It is important to suppose that it is possible to obtain the program key kp required for the program 
identifier p to be interleaved periodically, able to transmit it through transmission of program information, 
and for a customer change a channel at the time of a program, and decode a program. In another example, 
the program identifier p can be continuously transmitted on another control channel like a Barker channel. 
[0048] As mentioned above, the set top terminal 400 performs the decoding process 900 shown in drawing 9 
, using the entitlement information 600 and the received program identifier p memorized in order to obtain 
the program key kp, in order to decode the program, the program key kp is used and a customer decodes 
the program by which the entitlement is carried out. As shown in drawing 9 , the decoding process 900 
starts the process which used the principle of this invention on the occasion of the reception of the customer 
directions made to tune up to a specific channel (910). 

[0049] After that, the set top terminal 400 receives the suitable signal containing the enciphered program 
identifier p which was programmed and transmitted (920). The decoding process 900 takes out the 
entitlement information memorized from the entitlement database 600 (930). It judges whether the 
transmitted program is included (940). When the entry which has the partial-program identifier p which 
agrees in the leftmost digit bit of the receiving-agent identifier p at step 940 is judged not to exist in the 
entitlement database 600, a customer does not have an entitlement to the selected program and program 
control is ended (980). 

[0050] However, if an entry exists in the entitlement database 600 which has the partial-program identifier p 
corresponding to the leftmost digit bit of the received program identifier p, a customer has an entitlement to 
the selected program. Therefore, the program key kp is calculated using the middle key ki taken out from 
the entry of the entitlement database 600 (960). Specifically, the program key kp is calculated by operating 
suitable Hash Functions HO or HI so that each value of the bit of the low (n-r) order of the program 
identifier p may direct as follows. 
[Equation 5] 

(■»,.« (",.(*,»• > 

[0051] Finally, the program is decoded using the obtained program key kp (970), and ends program control 
(980). When the received program is not a part of a customer's entitlement here, it is important that there is 
no entitlement information which has the partial identifier p corresponding to the low bit of the program 
identifier p which received with the transmitting program in the entitlement database 600. 
[0052] The decoding process 900 obtains a decode key, or moreover, as mentioned above Before a customer 
judges whether there is any entitlement to a demand channel In order that it can wait for a customer to 
demand a specific channel and the decoding process 900 may obtain the transmitting program identifier p 
instead, all channels are scanned periodically. It is important that the decode key to the storage in data 
storage 420 can be obtained, and a customer's entitlement can be judged beforehand again. 
[0053] a suitable Hash Function - as mentioned above, if Hash Function H is a pseudo-random bit 
generation machine, it can prove that mapping of p->kp is a pseudo-random function. Therefore, a code key 
cannot be predicted if actual Hash Function H is strong in cryptography. Therefore, if a piracy person has 
access only to encryption program broadcasting, it will not be able to break through a code in the 
knowledge about the key generated using the tree method of this invention. Therefore, only one concerns 
only become ensuring that video encryption algorithm can oppose to a well-known plain text attack. 
[0054] Hash Function H should hold two properties. Calculating Input x has that it must be difficult noting 
that the one half HO of an image (x) or HI (x) is given to the 1st to Hash Function H. Though this knows the 
image of both these one half, it is actually materialized also to the cryptography-hash [ which ] H with it 



difficult [ to carry out an inverted arch ]. Moreover, though HI (x) was known, it must be difficult to 
calculate HO (x), and the reverse of a thing is also the same. Even if it is difficult fundamentally to carry out 
the inverted arch of the function H, when the key of one one half is known, it becomes easier to complete 
the key of the remaining one half. If that is right, the piracy person who knows Program kp to Node u can 
calculate the key to the SHIBURINGU (sibling: sibling) node v, and can calculate the key to all the programs 
in the subtree of Node v. 

[0055] As one advantage of the tree method according to this invention, merge of an entitlement carried out 
in piracy may be made in inefficient. Pair pi, p2, and those ********** of a SHIBURINGU program are 
considered. A piracy person assumes that the program key kp corresponding to the programs pi and p2 of 
both which are two one half of H (kp (u)) is known. A piracy person still cannot do the inverted arch of the 
H, and cannot calculate kp (u). It is because H is a cryptography-Hash Function. Therefore, the entitlement 
carried out in the merged piracy must contain both kp (pi) and kp (p2) instead of compact kp (u). therefore, 
it is not a strategy good for a piracy person to divide to two or more set top terminals 400 which use a 
CHIPU (it is ~ although - it differs) entitlement. It is because a union ****** entitlement becomes very large. 
[0056] As mentioned above, the suitable pseudo-random Hash Function is indicated by reference, and 
O.Goldreich et al. and "How to Construct Random Functions" J.ACM and 33:792-807 (1986). 
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TECHNICAL FIELD 



[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the system which transmits the program decoded with the 
memorized entitlement information using the program identifier used by the set top terminal, in order to 
obtain a decode key required to decode a program especially about the system which restricts access to the 
contents of transmitting programming. 
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PRIOR ART 



[Description of the Prior Art] It is still more important that a service provider like a cable television operator 
or a digital satellite service operator offers the package of the channel to which a majority of a television 
viewer's population is satisfied, or a program as the number of channels with an available television viewer 
increases and the range of the available contents of programming increases in number by such channel 
Generally development of the package with which a customer is provided is a marketing function. A service 
provider is wanted to offer the package of various sizes generally. For example, they are all programs, the 
combination between them, etc. from one program. 

[0003] A service provider usually broadcasts a television program from the transmitter called a "head end" 
to many customers. Each customer is usually concerned with a part of programming to receive. For 
example, in a broadcast environment, any man can receive programming transmitted with a suitable 
receiver like an antenna or a satellite disk. In order to restrict access of a program only to the normal 
customer who purchased the package, a service provider usually enciphers a transmitting program and 
contains 1 or two or more code machines in a customer. A set top terminal (STT) is offered. By such 
approach, a set top terminal receives encryption transmission and the program which a customer looks at is 
enciphered. Nothing is carried out but this. 

[0004] In order that the confidentiality memorized in the set top terminal may make piracy of high 
information min, a set top terminal is usually equipped with a secure processor or secure memory. This 
secure memory has the capacity of several kilobits order, and memorizes a code key. Generally secure 
memory is not volatility but tamper REJISUTANTO. Moreover, secure memory has that it can write [ much 
] in and can carry out the repro gram of the key for every accounting period. Since the secure memory 
capacity of the conventional set top terminal is restricted, the number of the keys memorized will be 
restricted and the number of the packages which a service provider offers will also be restricted. The 
number of the programs which a service provider broadcasts to the accounting period of a moon unit may 
usually be the order of 200,000. 

[0005] The conventional set top terminal has a thing containing bit VEKUTORU whigh has a bit entry 
corresponding to each package of the program which a service provider offers. If a specific customer is the 
normal addressee of a package, the bit entry in the bit vector memorized in a set top terminal will be set to 
"1." After that, all the programs that a service provider transmits are enciphered by one key. If a program is 
received, a set top terminal will judge whether the bit entry which accesses and corresponds to a bit vector is 
set. If the bit entry is set, as for a set top terminal, a program will be decoded using one memorized code 
machine. 

[0006] Although it seems to a theory top that flexibility is attained by the bit vector method by offering one 
bit entry to each package (a package consisting of one program generally), the die length of a bit vector is 
not practical in the system which transmits many programs to one accounting period. Moreover, the access 
control in such a system is exclusively given by the entry in a bit vector, and is not code-like (cryptographic). 
Therefore, if a customer can write in a bit vector and can set all bits to "1", a customer will be able to access 
all programs. 



[0007] Moreover, a program is divided into each package and there are some as which all the programs in a 
package are enciphered using the same key. Each package corresponds to one television channel. A set top 
terminal memorizes the decode key to each package the customer of whose is a normal addressee. 
Therefore, if a program is included in two or more packages, that program must be broadcast again for 
corresponding each package of every, and will be enciphered in this the transmission of each by the code 
key corresponding to a specific package. Although it is cryptography-like [ an access control ], by the 
overhead about broadcasting programming again repeatedly, it will not be realistic, and will carry out 
arranging the same program as much packages, and flexibility will be restricted in the design of the package 
of a program. 

[0008] although the conventional system which encipher such contents of a program and be transmit be 
comparatively successful about restrict access only to a normal customer , it have not make it possible to 
provide a customer with the package with which a large number which include much programs , without 
make an overhead increase fairly differ , without a service provider like a television network exceed the 
secure memory capacity to which the set top terminal be restricted . The cryptography-approach and 
equipment which restrict access to the contents of transmitting programming to the "Vspace system" 
indicated by the United States patent applications 08/912186 (August 15, 1997 application) are indicated. 
[0009] Each program in a Vspace system is enciphered by the head end server before transmission using the 
program key kP. Each program key is the linearity combination of the set with which the master key M was 
defined. The program identifier which identifies a program is transmitted with the contents of encryption 
programming. A customer's set top terminal can obtain a decode key only from the entitlement information 
recorded on the program identifier p which received, and the front. A Vspace system offers a 
cryptography-access-control mechanism, enabling the package which is supple, without extending a 
program header fairly (only a program identifier being transmitted with a program). It is because it is not 
necessary to broadcast a program again for corresponding each package of every. 
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MEANS 



[Means for Solving the Problem] Generally, the contents of programming enciphered by 1 or two or more 
customers by the service provider using the transmitter thru/or the head end server are transmitted. The 
program identifier p used for identifying a program is transmitted to a customer with the contents of 
programming. Each customer has other devices in which access restricted to transmitting multimedia 
information using the set top terminal thru/or the decode key is given. A set top terminal receives 1 which 
can receive to normal at a period with a customer, or the entitlement information corresponding to the 
package of two or more programs from a head end. 

[0011] Each program is enciphered by the head end server before transmission using the program key kp. 
the program key kp of an individual — the program -- unique ~ making . In addition to transmission of the 
enciphered program, a head end server transmits the program identifier p to a set top terminal. A set top 
terminal obtains a decode key required to decode a program using the program identifier p which received 
with the memorized entitlement information. In this approach, if a customer is the normal user of a specific 
program, a set top terminal can obtain the program key kp enciphered using the information memorized 
and received, and can decode the program enciphered using that program key kp after that. In an example, 
the program identifier p can be interleaved to a part of program, and can be transmitted on a separate 
exclusive control channel. 

[0012] Each of k-bit program key kp used for enciphering a transmitting program can be obtained by 
applying 1 or two or more pseudo-random Hash Functions to a master key m. As an example, Hash 
Function H which doubles die length can be used. Therefore, Hash Function H takes a k bit binary value, 
and makes the binary value of the die length of 2k. The output of Hash Function H can be expressed as pair 
HO of k-bit binary value as HI. Here, HO can be identified as a left half of the output of the Hash Function 
concerned, and HI can be identified as a right half of the output of the Hash Function concerned. 
[0013] As an example, the program key kp can be obtained according to the binary value to which each bit 
position of the program identifier p corresponds by applying recurrently Hash Functions HO or HI to a 
master key. Therefore, if the program identifier p consists of m bits, one side of Hash Functions HO or HI 
will be applied to each bit position of n of the program identifier p according to the bit value to which the 
program identifier p corresponds. First, one side of Hash Functions HO or HI is applied to a master key 
according to the binary value which is the leftmost digit bit of the program identifier p. After that, according 
to the binary value of a corresponding bit, one side of Hash Functions HO or HI is applied to the result of a 
pre- hash operation to each remaining bit position (n-1). Count of the program key kp can be expressed as 
follows. 
[Equation 1] 

K p =H Pn (...H pi (H pi (m))...) 

[0014] Such a hash operation can be expressed in relation to n level binary tree T (called a key tree) by which 
the root 2 master key m of a tree is arranged. A tree is generable by applying Hash Functions HO and HI to 



each node until a desired number of tree-level (n) is made. The program key kp corresponds to the leaf (leaf) 
node in the bottom (bottom) level of a tree. The binary index (the same the program identifier [ And ] p) 
corresponding to each program key kp corresponds to the pass (way) which passes along the key tree from 
the root to a desired leaf node. Therefore, the index thru/or label of Node u is connection of the label on H 
on the pass from the root to Node u. T (u) can calculate any key of the program in subtree T (u) by carrying 
out time (n-r) actuation of the Hash Function to the internal node u (ul, ur) in depth r in the subtree 
which makes Node u the root, i.e., the key tree which has the partial program identifier p showing the set of 
the program identifier p corresponding to the leaf in the subtree of Node u. 
[0015] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Drawing 1 has shown the network environment which transmits video, an 
audio, and encryption multimedia information like data to 1 or two or more customers who have the set top 
terminals 400-401 through 1 or two or more distribution networks 110 using a transmitter like the head end 
server 300 from a service provider. This head end server 300 argues in relation to drawing 3 in the bottom, 
and argues about the set top terminal 400 in relation to drawing 4 in the bottom. In this specification, a set 
top terminal includes any device in which access restriction is given to the multimedia information 
transmitted using the decode key. For example, a computer configuration and a communication link device 
are included. A service provider may download the software which a set top terminal performs. A network 
110 can be made into the wireless broadcasting network which distributes contents of programming like 
digital satellite service (DSSTM), a cable television network (CATV), a public switching network (PSTN), an 
optical network, ISDN, and a cable network like the Internet. 

[0016] The set top terminal 400 receives entitlement information intermittently from the head end server 300, 
and enables a customer to access the program whose customer is a registered user between a certain time 
intervals (for example, accounting period). In this specification, a package is the set of a predetermined 
program and a certain program can belong to 1 or two or more packages. A program means all of 
continuous multimedia transmission of the episode of television, or specific die length like a movie. 
Entitlement information is downloadable in the set top terminal 400 from the head end server 300 using 
which suitable secure one way or bidirectional protocol. 

[0017] Program key and program identifier each transmitting program is enciphered by the head end server 
300 using the program key kp. This program key kp can be made unique to a program. Suitable encryption 
and a security technique are indicated by reference, B.Schneier, and Applied Cryptography (2d ed.1997). In 
addition to transmission of an encryption program, the head end server 300 also transmits a n bit program 
identifier to the set top terminal 400. This is used by the set top terminal 400 with the memorized entitled 
information, and as shown in a detail, it obtains a decode key required to decode a program in the bottom. 
[0018] The program identifier p is not chosen as arbitration so that the item of the bottom entitled 
assignment of the program identifier to a program may explain. In a desirable example, the program 
identifier p can consist of the 32-bit value transmitted in the ECM field specified to MPEG-2 criterion. In this 
case, if it is the registered user of the program of specification [ a customer ], the set top terminal 400 can 
obtain the program key kp from the information memorized and received, and it can use the program key 
kp so that an encryption program may be decoded after that. 

[0019] According to the further description of this invention, each of the k-bit program key kp used for an 
encryption transmitting program can be obtained by applying 1 or two or more pseudo-random Hash 
Functions to a master key m. Explanation of a suitable pseudo-random Hash Function is indicated by 
reference and O.Goldreich et al. and "How to Construct Random Functions" J.ACM and 33:792-807 (1986). 
[0020] As an example, it is secure in cryptography, and the Hash Function which doubles die length is used 
as follows. 

H: {0, 1] k->{0, l}2k - here, k is the die length of the program key kp. Therefore, Hash Function H takes the 
binary value of k bits, and makes the binary value of die-length 2k. The output of this Hash Function H can 



be expressed as pair HO of a k bit binary value as HI. Here, HO is the left-hand side one half (left-hand side 
digit bit) of the output of Hash Function H, and is H. {1} is the right-hand side one half (right-hand side digit 
bit) of the output of Hash Function H. HO and HI can be called a separate Hash Function. 
[0021] If it is k= 160, H can be specified using secret hash standard SHA-1 which is indicated by reference, 
Secure Hash Standard, National Institute of Standards and Technology, NIST FIPS PUB 180-1, and 
U.S.Dept.of Commerce (April, 1995). That is, HO is set to SHA-1 (x I 1 0), and HI turns into SHA-1 (x I 1 1). 
Here, 0 and 1 are the bit strings of all the bit strings 1 of 0 altogether, respectively. 

[0022] The program key kp can be obtained by applying recurrently 1 or two or more Hash Functions to a 
master key m according to the binary value of the program identifier p. As an example, the program key kp 
can be obtained by applying recurrently one side of Hash Functions HO or HI to a master key m according 
to the binary value of each bit position of the program identifier p. Generally, if the program identifier p 
consists of n bits, according to the bit value to which the program identifier p corresponds, one side of Hash 
Functions HO or HI will be applied to each of the bit position of n of the program identifier p (it starts from 
a leftmost bit). 

[0023] One side of Hash Functions HO or HI is first applied to a master key according to the binary value 
which is a leftmost digit bit. After that, according to the binary value which is the bit to which one side of 
Hash Functions HO or HI corresponds, it is applied to the result of pre- hash actuation to each remaining bit 
position (n-1). This hash actuation can be expressed as follows so that the'item of a title called lower "key 
tree" may explain. 
[Equation 2] 

K p =H Pn {...H^{H pt (m))...) 

[0024] As mentioned above, the head end server 300 transmits the program identifier p with an encryption 
program. Therefore, if the program identifier p is given, the set top terminal 400 must obtain the program 
key kp used for decode of a receiving agent. As mentioned above, the program key kp can be obtained by 
applying recurrently 1 or two or more Hash Functions to a master key m according to the binary value of 
the program identifier p. The program key kp must be obtained by a customer's set top terminal 400, using 
indirectly the memorized entitlement information and the program identifier p which received which is 
explained in the bottom. 

[0025] As explained on the key tree, the program key kp can be obtained by using recurrently 1 or two or 
more Hash Functions for a master key m according to the binary value of the program identifier p. The k-bit 
single master key m is used. The bit of the program identifier p can be expressed as p= (pi, pn). Here, pi 
is a leftmost digit bit and is a rightmost digit bit. The cryptographic key kp to the program which has the 
program identifier p can be defined as follows. 
[Equation 3] 

[0026] Hash actuation can be expressed as a perfect n level binary tree T like the key tree 200 shown in 
drawing 2 . The key tree 200 shown in drawing 2 corresponds to the example of mounting which has the 
program identifier p which consists of a triplet. As shown in drawing 2 , a master key m is arranged on the 
root 210 of a tree 200. The program key kp corresponds to a leaf node like leaf nodes 240-247. The index 
corresponding to each program key kp shown in drawing 2 like the index 011 corresponding to the program 
key kp of the DERIFU node 243 shows the pass which lets the key tree 200 from the root 210 to a leaf node 
243 pass. For example, the program key kp of 243 can be obtained by following with the left edge (HO) from 
the root 210, the right edge (HI) from a node 220, and the right edge (HI) from a node 232. That is, HI is 
further applied for HO to the 2nd hash result. The program key kpOli can be obtained. 
[0027] Therefore, the label of a node u like a node 243 is what connected the label on the edge of the pass to 



Node u from the root 210. The label of each node can be specified by the program identifier p. Since the 
subtree which makes Node u the root is expressed, T (u) is used (namely, since the set of the program 
identifier p corresponding to the leaf in the subtree of Node u is expressed). The internal node u in depth r 
in the key tree 200 has the partial program identifier p (ul, ur), and can calculate the key of which 
program in subtree T (u) to these. Any key of the program in the subtree of Node u is calculable by carrying 
out time (n-r) actuation of the Hash Function. Specifically, it uses so that the value of each bit of the low 
digit of (n-r) of the program identifier p may direct suitable Hash Functions HO or HI. Therefore, the 
program key kp corresponding to Node u can function as an entitlement to all the programs in the subtree 
of Node u. 

[0028] If Function H is a pseudo-random generator, mapping kp{0, 1} ->[ n] {0, 1} k of the program key 
which the master key m parameterized is a pseudo-random function. This is indicated by reference, and 

0. Goldreich et al. and "How toConstruct Random Functions" J.ACM and 33:792-807 (1986). 

[0029] System component drawing 3 is the block diagram showing the head end server's 300 AKI theque 
char. A head end shall be related with the service provider of the arbitration which transmits a television 
network, a cable employment person, a digital satellite service employment person, or the contents of 
encryption programming, the head end server 300 — for example, IBM — it can mount with RS6000 server 
which Corp(s) and manufactures, and the function and actuation of this invention can be performed. The 
head end server 300 is equipped with related memory like a processor 310 and the data storage device 320. 
A processor 310 may be mounted as a single processor and may be mounted as some processors which 
operate to juxtaposition. The data storage device 320 and ROM are made to memorize 1 or two or more 
instructions, and a processor 310 enables it to perform by taking out and interpreting. 

[0030] As mentioned above, the data storage device 320 is equipped with the master key database 350 which 
memorizes a master key m. For example, a master key m can be updated like [ for every accounting period 

1. Moreover, the data storage device 320 has the program database 500 so that it may explain in relation to 
drawing 5 in the bottom. The program database 500 presents the program identifier p and the related 
package corresponding to each program, moreover, drawing 7 R> the data storage device 320 has the 
entitlement information delivery process 700 and the program delivery process 800 so that it may explain in 
relation to 7 and 8. 

[0031] Generally, the entitlement information delivery process 700 generates and distributes the entitlement 
information which each customer needs to accessing the program which is a registered user. Moreover, the 
program delivery process 800 obtains the program key kp based on the program identifier p assigned to the 
program, in order to encipher a program and to transmit by the program identifier p. 

[0032] The communication link port 330 links the head end server 300 to each connected receiver like the set 
top terminal 400 which showed the head end server 300 to the network 110 at a bond and drawing 1 . 
[0033] Drawing 4 is the block diagram showing the AKI theque char of the set top terminal 400. The set top 
terminal 400 can be mounted as a set top terminal (STT) corresponding to television, and it can be changed 
so that the function and actuation of this invention may be performed. The set top terminal 400 is equipped 
with a processor 410 and memory like data storage 420, and the communication link port 430, and operates 
by the same approach as the above hardware relevant to drawing 3 . 

[0034] Data storage 420 is equipped with the entitlement database 600 memorizable into the secure part of 
data storage 420 so that it may explain in relation to drawing 6 in the bottom. The entitlement database 600 
contains the part of the key tree 200 required in order that a customer may get the program key kp to the 
program which has an entitlement. Moreover, data storage 420 is equipped with Hash Functions HO and HI 
(440). Moreover, data storage 420 includes the decoding process 900 so that it may explain in relation to 
drawing 9 in the bottom. Generally, using the program identifier p received in order to obtain the program 
key kp, and the memorized entitlement information 600, in order to decode a program, the program key kp 
is used for the decoding process 900, and it decodes the program whose customer has an entitlement. 



[0035] Drawing 5 shows the program database 500 which memorizes information on each program p 
transmitted by the head end server 300. This information is transmitted to for example, an accounting 
period with the program identifier p to which that program belongs and which packs and corresponds. The 
program database 500 holds two or more decodings like records 505-520. These are related with a different 
program, respectively. The program database 500 contains the program identifier p which corresponds in 
the field 535 including directions of the corresponding package with which the program belongs in the field 
530 to each program identifier identified by the program name in the field 525. 

[0036] Drawing 6 shows the entitlement database 600 containing the part of the key tree 200 required for a 
customer to get the program key kp to the program which has an entitlement. As mentioned above, T (u) 
expresses the set of the program identifier p corresponding to the leaf nodes 240-247 in the subtree which 
makes Node u the root, i.e., the subtree of Node u. For example, supposing a customer has an entitlement 
about receiving four programs corresponding to leaf nodes 240-243, entitlement information will consist of a 
middle key corresponding to a node 220. In this approach, if needed, suitable Hash Functions HO and HI 
(440) can be used in order to obtain the program key kp to each nodes 230, 232, 240-243 in the subtree of a 
node 220. 

[0037] The entitlement database 600 shown by drawing 6 is a registered user who receives four programs 
corresponding to leaf nodes 240-243 (there is an entitlement), and is a registered user who receives two 
programs corresponding to leaf nodes 246-247. Therefore, the entitlement information recorded on the 
entitlement database 600 consists of a middle key corresponding to a node 220 and a node 236. nodes 220 
and 236 — it is alike, respectively, and it receives, and the entitlement information recorded on the 
entitlement database 600 has the middle key values kio and kill, respectively, and has corresponding 
directions of the partial program identifier p. The approach by which the entitlement database 600 is 
generated by the entitlement information delivery process 700 based on the package of the program which 
the customer chose is explained in relation to drawing 7 in the bottom. 

[0038] A small entitlement is establishable to the set of many programs of various sizes using the tree 
method of program packaging this invention. The target set S is established using the set of the program 
packed. The minimum set of a tree node with which a subtree covers the target set S correctly is obtained as 
follows. 
[Equation 4] 
/ T{S) = Z c7 tztzU [jT(u)=S % fro, \Z\ 

[0039] The entitlement information over Package S is the set ki of the middle key held in the node of T (S). 
As shown in a top, the set top terminal 400 decodes the program in S (accepting it) correctly with the set of 
this key. Theoretically, the tree method of this invention can build the entitlement information over the 
target set S of which arbitration, furthermore -- however, if the program identifier p is assigned to 
arbitration, entitlement information will become so large that it is not allowed for the secure memory to 
which the set top terminal 400 was restricted, 

[0040] a process — as mentioned above, the head end server 300 performs the entitlement information 
delivery process 700 shown in drawing 7 , and generates and distributes the entitlement database 600 
required for each user in order to access the program which is a registered user. As mentioned above, the 
entitlement database 600 consists of corresponding directions and the corresponding middle key value ki of 
a partial program identifier to each node of the key tree 200 required for a customer to get the program key 
kp to the program which is a registered user. 

[0041] Therefore, the entitlement information delivery process 700 identifies first the program which the 
customer chose (710). After that, the entitlement information delivery process 700 finds minimum set [ of a 
tree node ] T (S). The subtree covers the target set S correctly. The target set S is disassembled to the 



maximum De Dis joint interval of the KONSEKYUTIBU program identifier p (720). Two program identifiers 
p are considered to be KONSEKYUTIBU when the integer over the binary expression is KONSEKYUTIBU. 
[0042] And covering T (S) is found to each interval (730). The corresponding partial program identifier p 
held in the node of covering T (S) to Set ki and each interval of a middle key is generated (740). At the end, 
the generated entitlement information downloads to the set top terminal 400 with the head end server 300 
(750), and program control is completed (760). 

[0043] The number of the intervals in the target set S can be set to I (S). In order to calculate covering T (S) to 
the single interval of the program identifier p to the order of the tree node of n, the key tree 200 of depth n 
must be asked. Therefore, the time amount complexity of the entitlement information delivery process 700 
serves as order of I(S) -n. Similarly, the magnitude of minimum covering T (S) serves as order of I(S) -n. The 
program identifier p which enables the program of related contents to carry out packaging of them 
efficiently should be assigned. In an example, a fundamental package is the gestalt of all the program 
identifiers p that have the bit prefix mu. 

[0044] The entitlement of such a single topic package is a single key in the key tree 200. Moreover, a 
multi-topic package can be assembled without a side effect. Entitlement information is only the set of a key 
to each TOPICS which consists of a multi-TOPICS package. According to this invention, the package 
specified by Prefix mu does not force to the set top terminal 400 so that a program may be decoded using 
zero prefix of the same die length. 

[0045] As mentioned above, the head end server 300 performs the program delivery process 800 shown in 
drawing 8 , and in order to decode a program and to transmit using the program identifier p, he gets the 
program key kp based on the program identifier p assigned to the program and the master key m. The 
program delivery process 800 is important for performing in off-line thru/or the real time except an actual 
transmitting step. As shown in drawing 8 , the program delivery process 800 starts the process using the 
principle of this invention by identifying the program which should be transmitted (810). 
[0046] After that, the program delivery process 800 takes out the program identifier p corresponding to the 
program from the program database 500 (820), and calculates the program key kp corresponding to the 
program (830). And a program is enciphered using the program key kp calculated at the front step (840). 
Finally, the program delivery process 800 transmits the program enciphered with the program identifier p 
(850), and program control ends it (860). 

[0047] It is important to suppose that it is possible to obtain the program key kp required for the program 
identifier p to be interleaved periodically, able to transmit it through transmission of program information, 
and for a customer change a channel at the time of a program, and decode a program. In another example, 
the program identifier p can be continuously transmitted on another control channel like a Barker channel. 
[0048] As mentioned above, the set top terminal 400 performs the decoding process 900 shown in drawing 9 
, using the entitlement information 600 and the received program identifier p memorized in order to obtain 
the program key kp, in order to decode the program, the program key kp is used and a customer decodes 
the program by which the entitlement is carried out. As shown in drawing 9 , the decoding process 900 
starts the process which used the principle of this invention on the occasion of the reception of the customer 
directions made to tune up to a specific channel (910). 

[0049] After that, the set top terminal 400 receives the suitable signal containing the enciphered program 
identifier p which was programmed and transmitted (920), The decoding process 900 takes out the 
entitlement information memorized from the entitlement database 600 (930). It judges whether the 
transmitted program is included (940). When the entry which has the partial-program identifier p which 
agrees in the leftmost digit bit of the receiving-agent identifier p at step 940 is judged not to exist in the 
entitlement database 600, a customer does not have an entitlement to the selected program and program 
control is ended (980). 

[0050] However, if an entry exists in the entitlement database 600 which has the partial-program identifier p 



corresponding to the leftmost digit bit of the received program identifier p, a customer has an entitlement to 
the selected program. Therefore, the program key kp is calculated using the middle key ki taken out from 
the entry of the entitlement database 600 (960). Specifically, the program key kp is calculated by operating 
suitable Hash Functions HO or HI so that each value of the bit of the low (n-r) order of the program 
identifier p may direct as follows. 
[Equation 5] 

*,=",.c-.^",, (*,))■ ) 

[0051] Finally, the program is decoded using the obtained program key kp (970), and ends program control 
(980). When the received program is not a part of a customer's entitlement here, it is important that there is 
no entitlement information which has the partial identifier p corresponding to the low bit of the program 
identifier p which received with the transmitting program in the entitlement database 600. 
[0052] The decoding process 900 obtains a decode key, or moreover, as mentioned above Before a customer 
judges whether there is any entitlement to a demand channel In order that it can wait for a customer to 
demand a specific channel and the decoding process 900 may obtain the transmitting program identifier p 
instead, all channels are scanned periodically. It is important that the decode key to the storage in data 
storage 420 can be obtained, and a customer's entitlement can be judged beforehand again. 
[0053] a suitable Hash Function - as mentioned above, if Hash Function H is a pseudo-random bit 
generation machine, it can prove that mapping of p->kp is a pseudo-random function. Therefore, a code key 
cannot be predicted if actual Hash Function H is strong in cryptography. Therefore, if a piracy person has 
access only to encryption program broadcasting, it will not be able to break through a code in the 
knowledge about the key generated using the tree method of this invention. Therefore, only one concerns 
only become ensuring that video encryption algorithm can oppose to a well-known plain text attack. 
[0054] Hash Function H should hold two properties. Calculating Input x has that it must be difficult noting 
that the one half HO of an image (x) or HI (x) is given to the 1st to Hash Function H. Though this knows the 
image of both these one half, it is actually materialized also to the cryptography-hash [ which ] H with it 
difficult [ to carry out an inverted arch ]. Moreover, though HI (x) was known, it must be difficult to 
calculate HO (x), and the reverse of a thing is also the same. Even if it is difficult fundamentally to carry out 
the inverted arch of the function H, when the key of one one half is known, it becomes easier to complete 
the key of the remaining one half. If that is right, the piracy person who knows Program kp to Node u can 
calculate the key to the SHIBURINGU (sibling: sibling) node v, and can calculate the key to all the programs 
in the subtree of Node v. 

[0055] As one advantage of the tree method according to this invention, merge of an entitlement carried out 
in piracy may be made in inefficient. Pair pl, p2, and those ********** G f a SHIBURINGU program are 
considered. A piracy person assumes that the program key kp corresponding to the programs pl and p2 of 
both which are two one half of H (kp (u)) is known. A piracy person still cannot do the inverted arch of the 
H, and cannot calculate kp (u). It is because H is a cryptography-Hash Function. Therefore, the entitlement 
carried out in the merged piracy must contain both kp (pl) and kp (p2) instead of compact kp (u). therefore, 
it is not a strategy good for a piracy person to divide to two or more set top terminals 400 which use a 
CHIPU (it is — although — it differs) entitlement. It is because a union ****** entitlement becomes very large. 
[0056] As mentioned above, the suitable pseudo-random Hash Function is indicated by reference, and 
O.Goldreich et al. and "How to Construct Random Functions" J.ACM and 33:792-807 (1986). 
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[Proposed Amendment] 

[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] It is the approach of transmitting the program which can carry out access restriction to an end 
user, 

(A) The step which assigns the program identifier which has a binary value to said program, 

(B) The step which defines at least one master key, 



(C) The step which enciphers said program by using the program key obtained by applying at least one 

Hash Function to said master key based on the binary value of said program identifier, 
; (D) The approach characterized by having the step which sends said enciphered program to said end user 

with said program identifier. 
: [Claim 2] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 1 characterized by applying one of said 

the Hash Functions to each location of n bits of said program identifier according to the bit value to which it 
^ becomes from n bits and said program identifier corresponds. 

: : [Claim 3] (E) The approach according to claim 1 characterized by having further the step which provides 
l-said end user with entitlement information based on the set of the program acquired by said end user. 
| [Claim 4] The approach according to claim 3 characterized by including some key trees based on the set of 
[ the program acquired by said end user in said entitlement information. 

£ [Claim 5] Said end user is an approach according to claim 3 characterized by using said program identifier 
! in order to obtain said program key from said memorized entitlement information. 
. [Claim 6] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 1 characterized by interleaving with 
j transmission of said encryption program. 

I [Claim 7] Said program identifier is an approach according to claim 1 characterized by being transmitted on 
fa control channel. 

I [Claim 8] It is the approach of transmitting a program to two or more end users, 

if (A) The step enciphered using the program key obtained by applying a Hash Function to the master key 
[ ■based on the binary value of each bit position of said program identifier for the program which has a 
Iprogram identifier recurrently, 

|(B) The approach characterized by having the step which transmits the enciphered program and said 
Iprogram identifier to said end user. 

IpGaim 9] It is the approach of transmitting the program corresponding to at least one program package to 
itwo or more end users, 

pA) The step which provides said end user with entitlement information based on the set of the program 
llacquired by said end user, 

pB) The step enciphered using the program key obtained by applying a Hash Function to the master key 
pbased on the binary value of each bit position of said program identifier for the program which has a 
I program identifier recurrently, 

I (C) It has further the step which transmits said program identifier to said end user with the enciphered 
Iprogram, 

|It is the approach characterized by obtaining said program key from the entitlement information said end 
| user was remembered to be when said end user was a just user of said program. 
; [Claim 10] It is the approach of decoding the enciphered program, 

(A) The step which receives the entitlement information which contains at least one middle key from a key 
tree based on the set of the program which said customer acquired from the provider of said program, 

(B) The encryption program enciphered by the program key, and the step which receives a program 
identifier, 

(C) The step which obtains said program key from the part said program identifier and said key tree were 
remembered to be, 

(D) The approach characterized by having the step which decodes said encryption program using said 
program key. 

[Claim 11] Said program identifier consists of n bits, 

It is the approach according to claim 10 which said master key is arranged on the root of said key tree, and is 
characterized by generating said key tree when said key tree applies a Hash Function to each node until the 
tree level of n is made. 



[Claim 12] It is the approach of decoding the enciphered program, 

(A) The step which receives the entitlement information which contains at least one middle key from the key 
tree based on the set of the program which a customer acquires from the provider of said program, 

(B) The encryption program enciphered by the program key, and the step which receives a program 
identifier, 

(C) The step which obtains said program key from the part the key tree was remembered to be from said 
program identifier and said middle key by applying a Hash Function to said middle key recurrently based 
on the binary value of said program identifier, 

(D) The approach characterized by having the step which decodes said encryption program using said 
program key. 

! [Claim 13] Said program identifier consists of n bits, 

I It is the approach according to claim 12 which said middle key corresponds to the intermediate node in the 
. level r of said key tree, and is characterized by carrying out n-r time application of said Hash Function at 
j said middle key. 

i [Claim 14] It is the system which transmits the program which restricts access to an end user, 
[ (A) Memory which memorizes a master key and a computer readout possible code, 

(B) It has the processor connected with said memory in actuation, and this processor, 
j :(a) Assign the program identifier which has a binary value to said program, 
I (b) Define at least one master key, 

J ".(c) Encipher said program using a program key by applying at least one Hash Function to said master key 
r based on the binary value of said program identifier, 

j (d) The system characterized by constituting so that an encryption program may be transmitted to said end 
I user with said program identifier. 
[Claim 15] It is the system which transmits the program to which access to an end user was restricted, 

(A) Memory which memorizes a master key and the code which can be computer read, 

(B) It has the processor connected with said memory on actuation, 
Said processor, 

(a) Encipher this program that has a program identifier using the program key obtained by applying a Hash 
[ Function to a master key recurrently based on the binary value of each bit position of said program 
: identifier, 

f (b) The system characterized by constituting so that this program enciphered by said end user and said 
.program identifier may be transmitted. 

[Claim 16] It is the system which decodes the enciphered program, 

(A) Memory which memorizes a master key and the code which can be computer read, 

(B) It has the processor connected with said memory on actuation, and is said processor, 

(a) Receive the entitlement information containing the part of the key tree based on the set of the program 
acquired by said customer from the provider of this program, 

(b) Receive the encryption program enciphered by the program key and a program identifier, 

(c) Obtain said program key from said part said program identifier and said key tree were remembered to 
be, 

(d) The system characterized by constituting so that said encryption program may be decoded using said 
program key. 

[Claim 17] It is the medium by which the code means which can be computer read was mounted and which 
can be computer read, and this means that can be computer read is at the time of operation, 

(a) Assign the program identifier which has a binary value to a program, 

(b) Define at least one master key, 

(c) Encipher this program using the program key obtained by applying at least one Hash Function to said 



master key based on the binary value of said program identifier, 

(d) The medium which is characterized by transmitting this program enciphered with said program 
identifier to an end user and which can be computer read. 

[Claim 18] It is the medium by which the code means which can be computer read was mounted and which 
can be computer read, and this means that can be computer read is at the time of operation, 

(a) Receive the entitlement information containing the part of the key tree based on the set of the program 
I acquired by said customer from the provider of this program, 

(b) Receive the encryption program enciphered by the program key and a program identifier, 

(c) Obtain said program key from said part said program identifier and said key tree were remembered to , 
be, 

(d) The medium which is characterized by decoding said encryption program using said program key and 
which can be computer read. 



[Translation done.] 



